I 


af 
rts 


ril 


sed 
yeen 


mn of 
unl- 
yar’s, 
hris- 
and 


THE UTICA CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
———ooeoeeooOoeoaealeleléqelowywlyqwqwq$*e*wwoooqwlwoooooooee SS om" 


JUNE, 


‘Vou. L.] 


a — 





ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


NO. VI. 


1822. | [No. 6. 


The great doctrines of the gospel 
are brought into view. The cha- 


In my last, 1 mentioned some of || racter of God is exhibited, in all its 


the marks of distinction between a 


nee and a spurious revival. 1. 


corviction of sin ; in a spurious one 
there is not. 2. In a genuine re- 
vival, God is loved, by the subjects 
of it, chiefly for his own sake; in a 


subjects of it, chiefly for his kind- 
ness tothem. 3. Ina genuine and 
aspurious revival, the joys of the 
pew convert arise from very diffe- 
rent considerations. 1 would now | 
observe, 

4, In a genuine and a spurious 
revival, the sensations that are ex- 
cited, both agreeable and painful, 
are in the view of very different ob- 
jects. In a spurious revival, the 
objects brought into view, in public , 
discourses and private conversation, | 





are chiefly those which are suited '! 


to the selfish hearts of men, and are | 
well adapted to excite their selfish 
feelings. The great danger sinners 
are in, while living without hope, 
and the great importance of secu 
rng their own eternal interests, are 
urged upon them, as the most pow 
erful considerations to move them 
to arise and call upon God. On the | 
other hand, are described,in glowing |; 
colors, the safety of the righteous, 
and the happiness of those who have 
obtained the forgiveness of sins, and | 
ae delivered from the wrath to | 
come. By such considerations, 
those who are without hope, are 
moved with fear, and filled with 
listress. And by such considera- 
tons, those who have obtained a 
‘ope, are filled with joy and peace. 
ut im a genuine revival, the feel- 
ings which are excited in the breasts 
"saints and sinners, are chiefly in 
\¢ view of ather objects than these. 
xX 
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na genuine revival, there is real | vereign, having mercy on whom he 


spurious one, he is loved by the 


parts, as it is revealed in the scrip- 
tures. He is seen to be a holy So- 


will have mercy, and hardening 
whom he will. 
man is exhibited, as the scriptures 
represent it. The heart of the un- 
regenerate is seen to be full of evil, 
enmity against God, and hating both 
Christ and the Father. 
God is brought into view, in all the 
spirituality and extent of its precept, 
and in all the weight and duration 
of its penalty. [tis seen to be holy, 
and just, and good, while it requires 
sinless obedience, and denounces 
eternal death as the just demerit of 
the slightest failure, im thought, in 
word, or in deed. The require- 
ments of the gospel are urged upon 
sinners, and they are called upon to 
give God their hearts, to repent, 
and believe the gospel without de- 
lay ; and they are solemnly assured, 
that till they do this, they never 
take one step in the way to heaven. 


In the view of such objects as these, 


the feelings of both saints and sn- 
ners are strongly excited. Sinners 
are alarmed. They see their dan- 
ger, and their guilt. They are con- 
victed of sin. They realize their 
true character. They are driven 
from every refuge of lies; and find 
no place of rest or hope, till they 
submit themselves to God. When 
they have done this, the same ob- 
jects which before filled them with 
terror and dismay, and shot through 
their hearts the keenest pangs, now 
fill them with joy and peace. Those 
very objects which were before the 
most dreadful to behold, are naw to 
them objects of the most deligh:ful 
contemplation. [he view they have 
of them, is perhaps the same ; bat 
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the feelings which that view excites, 
are altogether different. 

5. There is a great difference be- 
tween the subjects of a genuine and 
a spurious revival, as to the submis- 
sion they exercse. The subjects 
of a spurious revival only submit to 
be saved. The subjects of a genuine 
revival submit to be at the divine 
disposal, whether to be saved or lost. 
The conilict in the mind of the sub 
ject of a spurious revival, seems to 
be this: He looks at the pleasures 
of sin, and feels a reluctance to part 
with them. He looks ata life de 
voted to the duties of religion, and 
feels an aversion toit. But he sees 
that the pleasures of sin are con- 
nected with eternal death, and he is 
terrified at the thought. He sees 
that there 1s no way to secure the 
salvation of his soul, but to lead a 
life of religion. He sees that he 
must renounce the pleasures of sin, 
and lead a life of religion, or be lost 
forever. He would by no means 
choose this for its own sake. He 
views it as anevil; but it is a less 
evil than danination. He sees that 
he had better submit to this, than 
lose his soul. And so he submits. 
He consents to endure a present 


evil, that he may avoid a greater | 
He submits to be f 


evil in prospect. 
saved Whether this is properly 
called submission, or vot, is not now 
the subject of inquiry. st is suffi- 
client ro itis so called, and that 
many who exercise no other submis 
sion than this, think they have sub- 
mitted to God. 
it is a conditional submission. But 
the subjects of a genuine revival 
exercise a submission of a very dif 
ferent nature. They submit uwi- 
conditionally. They feel that they 


If it is submission, 
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their supreme object, and that God 
is greatly displeased with them fg, 
doing -o, They are sensible that 
| God will dispose of them as shall be 
| most for his own glory, and: that he 
| requires then to be willing be 
| should, But they know that it wil] 
be most for his glory to treat some 
snmners as they deserve ; and the 
know not but they are of that nun. 
ber. if God would assure them of 
| their own safety, they could be wil. 
| ling to be in his hands. But he 
gives them no such assurance — 
They feel it to be a matter of awful 
uncertainty, whether he intends ty 
save or to destroy them. In this 
state of mind, they strive, and cry, 
and struggle, but find no relief. 
They see nothing but destruction 
before them. They expect to be 
cast off forever, and to be made the 
monuments of the divine vengeance, 
At length the conflict ceases They 
no longer contend against God 
hey consent to be in his hands, as 
the clay in the hands of the potter. 
They are willing to be at his dispo- 
sal, both for time and eternity— 
They unite with David in saying, 
“ But if he thus say, I have no de- 
light in thee ; behold, here am 1, let 
him do to me as seemeth good unto 
him.” “They know not yet whether 
he intends to save or to destroy 
them ; but they are willing to leave 
it with him. They see that his glory 
| is the most important object in the 
| universe; and they new set their 
| hearts upon it as their supreme 0 
ject. They wish that to be secured 
| whatever may become of themselves 
| _ 6. There is a great difference be 
tween the subjects of a genuine aii 
'| a spurious revival, as to the opiniol 
| they entertain of themselves av! 


| 











| 
| 
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are in the hand. of God. For aj their performances. The subject 


while they strive to get out of his 
hands. They are conscious that 
they deserve to be destroyed ; and 


of a genuine revival are really hum 
ble ; the subjects of a spurious Ie 
vival are not so. The subjects ! 





they are afraid God will treat them || a genuine revival have a low op 


as they deserve. ‘They know that |! nion of themselves, and their 


shey have made their own happiness || tainments and performances; ™ 
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subjects of a spurious revival have a } 
higi opinion of all these. There is, || 
indeed, among the subjects of a || 
spurious revival, much that passes | 
for humility ; but it has all the cha. | 
racteristics of a false humility. It) 
js greatly affected with itself; it | 
courts observation ; it wishes to be 
seen ; it is ever obtruding itself on | 
the notice of others. The subject 
of such a work, often talks of humi- 
lity, much more than the subject of | 
a genuine revival. But he speaks 
of himself, and brings into view his 
own experiences and attainments. 
And the real language of the whole, 
to the mind of an impartial specta- 
tor, is, “ Come and see how humble 
lam.” He is apt to be bold, for- 
ward, and assuming; to take much 
upon himself, and to desire to be 
much thought of by others And if 
others think less of him than he does 
of himself, he is apt to feel greatly 
injured. If others do not put him 
forward, and encourage him to act 
a conspicuous part, and approve of 
what he does, he is apt to think 
meanly of their judgment or piety, 
and tu speak of them in a censorious 





manner, as having fur less religion | 


‘ S 7 
than himself.—It is not so with the 


subject of a genuine revival. Heis 
really humble. He feels himself 
exceedingly vile and unworthy. He 
is modest and retiring in his dispo- 
sition. He «steems others better 
than himself, and wishes to avoid 
observation, and escape the notice 
of others. He does not think highly 
of his own experiences or attain 

ments, nor suppose them worthy of 
the public attention. This diffe 

rence between the subjects of a ge 

nuine and a spurious revival, often 
manifests itself in their prayers.— 
While the one is deeply affected 
with the sins of his heart and life, 
and his prayers consist very much 
of humiliation and confession; the 
Other has little or no sense of these, 
and either does not dwell upon them 
in his prayers, or if he dues, his hu- 
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millations and confessions appear 
affected and constrained, and he 
manifests more of the temper of 
him who thanked God that he was 
better than others. 

7. There is a great difference be- 
tween a genuine aud a spurious re- 
vival, as to the manner in which 
means are used for the promotion of 
the work. [ do not mean now to 
speak of the difference in the means 
themselves ; for that will probably 
be the subject of consideration under 
another head. Nor do I mean -to 
speak uf the degree in which means 
are used; for L suppose that means 
may be used to the same extent, 
whether the revival is genuine or 
spurious. But they are used ina 
very different manner. Ina genu- 
ine revival, the means which are 
successfully used for its promotion, 
are used in such a manner as to 
show that those who use them feel 
a deep sense of their dependence on 
God. They feel, indeed, that means 
are to be used with all diligence ; 
but they feel, also, that means, in 
them-elves, have no efficacy, and 
that God alone can make them ef- 
fectual. And they use them with a 
humble and submissive, yet perse- 
vering and earnest looking to God 
for help. 1 say, that the means 
which are successfudly used for the 
promotion of a genuine revival, are 
used in this manner ; because | be- 
lieve that the manner in which 
means are often used, is a reason 
why God does not make them effec- 
tual. But ina spurious revival, the 
means which are used for its promo- 
tion, are used in such a manner as 
to show that these who use them 
place great dependence on them- 
selves. They may, indeed, in words, 
acknowledge their dependence on 
God; they may call it the work of 
God, and profess to give him all the 
glory. But while such professions 
are on their lips, their whole deport- 
ment evinces very different feelings 
of heart. They engage in the work, 
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evidently expecting that they them 

selves shall do some great thing — 
In their prayers to God, they use a 
degree of boldness and familiarity, 
which ill becomes sinful worms 
when addressing their Maker ; and 
they make their requests in such 
language as is fit to be used only 
when we go to an equal to challenge 
our rights. And when their efforts 
are successful, they manifest a kind 
of triumph and exultation, which 
seems to have a strong resemblance 
to that of the man who said, “ Is. not 
this the great Babylon which I have 
built ?”” 

8. There is agreat difference be- 
tween the subjects of a genuine and 
a spurious revival, as to their es: 
teem and reverence for the holy 
scriptures. The subjects of a ge- 
nuine work of grace, feel a high re 
spect for the word of God. They 
take it for their guide, and study it 
with a teachable disposition. ae 
do not wish some parts of it erased, 
because it disagrees with their own 
views. They are ready to renounce 
all their preconceived opinions, and 
to embrace every truth which the 
bible reveals. It is their earnest 
desire to know what the Lord their 
God will say ; and when they hear 
him speak, they are ready to receive 
whatever he teaches, without mur- 
murings or disputings. ‘The bible 
is to them a precious book. It is 
“sweeter to their taste than the 
honey or the honeycomb ;” and 
“more to be desired than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold.” 

It is not so with the subjects of a 
spurious revival. They do not feel 
so much respect for the word of God. 
They are much inclined to take 
their own feelings fora guide And 
sometimes they carry this so far, as 
to make their own feelings the rule 
by which the scriptures are to be 
interpreted. Whatever does not 


agree with them, must be explained 


away. The impressions made upon 
their minds are equivalent, in tkeir 
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estimation, to a new revelation, 
which supercedes the revelation 
contained in the bible. Other sub. 
jects «f a spurious revival, who 
have too my information to take 
this course, manif: st their disesteem 
for the scriptures by treating them 
with neglect. They dare not deny 
their authority, or pretend to a new 
revelation whi: h renders them un- 
necessary. But they do not find, 
in the study of the scriptures, so 
much pleasure as they do in the 
study of other books. They are 
better ente: tained with reading ofa 
different description; and so the 
bible is pushed out of place. 

9. A genuine and a spurious re- 
vival differ from each other in their 
permanent effects. The subjects of 
a genuine revival show, by their 
after life, that they are new crea- 
tures. After the first glow of feel- 
ing has subsided, “the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness” still remain. 
The meek and quiet spirit of the 
gospel, “the mind that was in 
Christ,”? is still to be found among 
them ; and forms a striking contrast 
to that spirit of the world which 
ruled in their hearts before. Buta 
spurious revival produces no per- 
manent effects, or they are those of 
a different character. Many of the 
subjects of aspurious revival, after 
the first glow of feeling has subsi- 
ded, sink down gradually into the 
same state they were in before.— 
Their religion has been only a 
storm of the passions, and has been 
too violent tobe lasting. And they 
soon cast off the profession, as well 
as the appearance, of devotedness 
to Ged. In other cases, there are 
some permanent effects ; but they 
consist very much in spiritual pride, 
vain glory, contempt of others, and 
a bigotted attachment to certain 
favorite opinions, or to certain forms 
of worship, while the genuine spirit 
of the gospel is not to be found. 

Such appear to be some of the 
principal marks of distinction be- 
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jween a genuine and a spurious re- 
vival. And in proportion as they 
are to be found in an individual, or 
ina number of individuals, L think 
we may safely conclude the work 
to be a genuine work of grace, or a 
creat and dangerous delusion. 

4 A Frienp tro ReEviIvALs. 


~o> @@O«-- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
SERMON 
ON THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 
Ps. 22. 11: Be not far from me. 


There are two different and op- 
posite views taken of the govern- 
went which God exercises over this 
world. One brings him near; the 
other removes him far off. One re 
presents him as so near, that his 
agency 1s to be seen inevery event 
which takes place ; the other repre 
sents him as so far off, that his a- 
gency is to be seen in no event since 
the creation of the world. Accor- 
ding to one scheme, we can find 
God in a moment, because he is 
every where, at all times, “ working 
all things after the counsel of his 
own will ;”? according to the other, 
we must go back to the creation be- 
fore we can find God, since nothing 
now is brought to pass by his agen 
cy.* ‘The Psalmist prays that his 
God might be near. And it is the 
genuine breathing of the pious 
heart. It is desirable that all Chris- 
lans should feel as the Psalmist 





















*Lest any should think the statement I 
have made is a mere creation ef my own 
ancy, I will give an extract from an essay 
hich appeared in the Christian Spectator 
or December, 1821, page 622. «I conclude, 
len, that rational, accountable beings, pos- 
ess, in the nature of that mind which God 
48 given and upholds, the capacity of per- 
‘epuon, thought, and volition, without any 
ther aid than that which sustains the mind ; 
nd that instead of ‘an act of divine efficiency 
quired to produce accountable exercises, an 
ct Of divine efficiency, a miracle even, would 
€ required to prevent accountable exercises, 
whenever a demand is made upon the mind 
moral action.” Again, “Deny to matter 
nd mind the existence of properties, which 
“ing upheld, possess an efficiency indepen- 
“it of any other aid, and you deny the exe 
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did. Hence we derive the following 
Docrrine. It is desirable that 
every Christian should. believe in the 
universal agency of God. 
To confirm this doctrine, I would 
offer the following considerations : 
1. It is desirable that every 
Christian should believe in the uni- 
versal agency of God because it will 
repare him to ex -rcise confidence 
in God. Exhortations to trust in 
God, are very numerous in the sa- 
cred volume. The enlightened 
Christian cannot exercise a blind 
confidence. He wishes to know, 
that the being in whem he confides, 
is a proper object of trust. He wishes 
to see that it is safe trustingin God. 
If he believes the doctrine of the uni- 
versal agency of God; ifhe believes 
that noth ng comes to pass but what 
he brings to pass, aid that creatures 
are but the instruments by which 
he performs his operations; he will 
see that God is the only proper ob- 
ject of trust. Believing, as he does, 
that God is infinitely wise, infinitely 
good, and infinitely powerful, he 
will see that he is qualified to go- 
vern the world, and to direct all 
events; and he will feel a strong 


confidence that he will direct every 


istence of both matter and mind.” Accor- 
ding to this writer, then, God does nothing 
now towards bringing events to pass, but 
simply to preserve and uphold the beings he 
has created, with the several properties he 
has given them. Creatures do all the rest, 
“independently of any other aid.” ‘This, I 
think, is the genuine Arminian philosophy ; 
and | believe it is prevailing, at the present 
day, toa — extent. Another writer of 
the sam+ school, more consistent wit! him- 
self, carries che scheme through, and d elares 
that “it requires us great power to annihilate, 
as to create.” ‘the scheme, then, appears 
to be as above stated. At the creation, God 
made matter and mind, and endued them 
with their several properties. 1 hese cannot 
be annihilated, nor their regular operations 
prevented, without an act of divine power. 
Being let alone, they continue to exist and 
perform all their operations ‘ independently 
of any other aid” This scheme, I thik, 
removes God far off He may even have 
ceased to exist, after having created this 
world and its various inhabitants; and 9] its 
operations will go on forever, there being now 
no power sufficient te stop them. 
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thing in the best possible manner. 
Under all circumstances, he will | 
feel that his Gud is near. He will 
see his hand in every action of men, 
In every motion of matter. He 
will feel himself to be in the hands 
of his heavenly Father, and there 


he will feel himself safe. But, on | 


the contrary, let God be removed 
far off; let his hand disappear from 


the government of the universe; | 


let all events be brought to.pass by 
creatures, indepeudenily of any 
other agency; and where can the 
good man find an obj ‘et of trust? 
He must feel that he ts in the hands 
of beings who are not fit to be trus- 
ted. If he is in the hands of his | 
friends, they are too weak to pro 

tect him: if he isin the hands of | 
his enemies, they are ready to de- 
vour him. If he attempts to flee 
for refuge to a in this emergen- 
cy, he 1s toe far off to afford steed 
any relief. He puts forth no agen- 
cy now, to succor his people, or “de- 

feat his enemies. 

It is desirable that every chris 
on should believe in the universal |; 
agency of God, because it will en- 
courage him in prayer. How desi- 

rable itis that every christian should | 
be a man of prayer. How impor- 


tant that he should be endoncnsel | 


to persevere in thisduty. Howde- 
sirable that everv one should pray 
and not faint. But, w hat encour 
avement can he have, if he consid- 
ers God as far vif? With what en- 


couragement can he go to a throne | 


of erace, and ask God todo any 
thine fur kim, when he believes that 
God never does such things? Dues 
he need a supply of food from the } 
fruits of the earth? He believes 
that the properties given to ma‘ter 
at its first formation, produce all 
the varied effects that we see, and 
that God does nothing now, in the 
material world, unless to uphold 
these properties. [ts he the victim 
of oppression, and does he groan 
beneath the rod of a cruel ‘task- 


| master? In this distress, is he yp. 
ged to call upon God, and pray hin 
to incline the heart of his OPpressor 
to show him favour?’ He will telj 
you, it would be useless; for God 
does nothing to the hearts of men, 
but simply to uphold them in. the 
possession of their several properties, 
| On the other hand, let him belieye 
that God does govern, let him 
see God near, let him realize his 
hand in every event, and he will be 
encouraged to pray. He will see 
_that God can do all that he asks.~ 
| He will find no difficulty in asking 
him to cause the earth to yield her 
increase, or in praying him to make 
his enemies to be at peace with hin, 
| It is desirable that every chiris- 
i an should believe in the universal 
| 

| 


| 


' 


agency of God, b-cause it will pre- 
| pare him for a patient waiting upon 
| God. Itis greatly to be desired, 
| that christians should learn in jpa- 


' 


tience to possess their souls; and 
i} 
| 


| when they have committed their 
| cause to God in prayer, should be 
willing to leave it with him, and 
Wait patiently for the manifestation 
of his holy will. If they believe 

that God is near, so near as to 
work all things, and govern the 

| hearts of all creatures, they will see 

abundant reason for a patient wait- 
| ing upon God. They will be dis- 
| posed iO commit their cause to him, 
and let him bring it to pass, in his 
own time and way. But if they 
consider him as far off. so far as to 
exercise no controul over events, 
| they will be deprived of this motive 
! to patience. 

It is desirable that every chris 
| tian should believe in the universi! 
agency of God, because it will pre: 
| pare him to exercise submission Ut 
der his personal afflictions. Is he 
visited with sickness, and brougit 
| Bear the grave? He says, with the 
| Psalmist, “ He weakened mY 
; strength in the way ; He shortened 
my days.” Is he bereaved of 7 
|, near and dear friends, and stripped! 


| 
iI 
1 


| 
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of his possessions? He says, with 
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from the omission of his duty.— 
Job, “ The Lord gave, and the Lord |}; What hall he do? The path is 
hath taken away; blessed be the || plain: he must obey. He must do 
name of the Lord.” Is he treated || what God has commanded, and 
unkindly by his fellow menr Do ileave the consequences with him. 
they add insult to injury, and cur- || If he sees God to be near, and be- 
ses to contempt? He says, with || lieves that all events are directed 
David, “ Let them alone, and let || by him, he is encouraged to obey. 
them curse ; for the Lord hath bid || He knows that all is safe, and that 
den them.”? Is he overwhelmed || Gud can avert the evils which 
with calamities from every quarter? | threatén, or make them the occa- 
He says. with the Psalmist, * 1 was || sion of still greater good. Suppor- 
dumb; Ll opened not my mouth, be- || ted by this, he obeys. He commits 
cause thou didst it.”? Does he see |] himself and his cause to God, and 
trouvle in prospect, thickening up || goes forward. His duty is done, 
on him, on every side? He says, | and the name of God is honored by 
with Eli, “ [tis the Lord, iet him | his obedience. But, take away 
do what seemeth him good.”” Such || from the good man, this source of 
is the effect which the belief of this | encouragement; place him in these 








doctrine has upon the pious heart, || trying circumstances, with no sense 
in the time of affliction. But, take || that God is near, and the result will 
away this source of consolation; || de different. He will shrink from 
remove God far off; let the good || his duty, and leave it undone. 
man see nothing but the hand of || 6. It isdesirable that every chris- 
the creature, in the afflictions which || tian should believe in the universal 
press him down; and what can he agency of God, because it will en- 
do? what ought he to do’ He can || courage him to perseverance in his 
not exercise submission to God in || christian course. When the good 
these things, for he believes the hand man looks around him, and sees the 
of God is notin them. He must || temptations to which he is exposed ; 
fret and complain, or sink down in || when he looks back, and sees how 
sullen silence and gloom. 'often he has fallen into sin, and 
5. Itis desirable that every chris- || backslidden from the path of duty ; 
tian should believe in the universal | when he looks into his own heart, 
agency of God, because it will en || and sees how little confidence he 
courage him in the discharge of un. || can repose in himself, he is ready to 
pleasant#< painful duties. The good || conclude he shall never persevere 
man is often called to the discharge | to eternal life. He knows, indeed, 
of duties which are extremely un | that God has promised to keep his 
pleasant and painful. ‘They are || people; he knows that his Redee- 
not only so, in themselves conside- || mer has said, “ they shall never pe- 
red, but they are so also in the con- || rish ;’? but what confidence can he 
Sequences which appear likely to || repose in these promises? How can 
ensue. To all human view, it ap- || God ever fulfil them’ If he does 
pears, that if these duties are faith- | nothing to the hearts of his saints, 
fully discharged, great evil will re- || but simply preserves their exis- 
sult. Placed in such circumstan tence, and leaves them to walk in 














ces, the good man often feels excee- || their own ways; if he does nothing 
dingly tried. On the one hand is || to restrain the wrath of their ene- 
the command of God, which he |} mies, or to cause it to work for their 
cannot evade. Mn the other, evils || good; these promises can afford him 
threaten, of far greater magnitude, || no encouragement, for he cannot 
1’ appearance, than weuld result || see how they can ever be fulfilled. 
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But, if God is near, and does work 
all things, he can make effectual his 
word to them, and keep that which 
they have committed to him—and 
they may go forward in their chris 
tian course, with courage and zeal. 
They may fight the good fight of 
faith, in the assured confidence that 
he will bruise Satan under their 
feet shortly. 

7. itis desirable that every chris. 
tian should believe in the universal 
agency of God, because it will en. 
courage him to expect the fulfil. 
ment of the divine promises con- 
cerning the spread of the gospel.— 
The good man ardently desires to 
see the gospel spread through the 
world. When he looks at the na- 
tions which are sunk in heathenish 
darkness, he ardently desires that 
the day spring from on high may 
visit them. When he contemplates 
the hundreds of millions of immor 
tal beings, who are still the slaves 
of the most degrading supersti'ions, 
he longs for their emancipation — 
When he thinks of the descendants 
of Abraham, who abide still in un- 
belief, he longs for the time to ar- 
riv:, when the veil shall be taken 
from off their minds, and they shall 
acknowledge the true Messiah.— 
But what encouragement has he to 
expect these things will come to 

ass? Does he trust in the promi 
ses of God? But, what right has he 
to take encouragement from these. 
If he looks at the state of the 
world, all there is darkness and dis 
couragement. If he looks at the 
state of the church itself, it has but 
just begun to awake from the long 
slumber of ages. If he looks at the 
means now in operation for the con 
version of the world, they are ut- 
terly inadequate to the production 
of so mighty an effect. If he does 
not believe that God controls and 
directs the hearts of men, he can 
have no reason to expect that so de- 
sirable an event will be brought to 
wass. Bui, if he views God to be 
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near, and to control and direct ey. 
ery thought and purpose of ever 
creature, it is easy for him to gep 
how a mighty revolution can be ef. 
fectedinamoment. God can touch 
the hearts of his people, and they 
will all be awake. He can turn the 
hearts of kings, and make them nur. 
sing fathers to the church. He cap 
turn the hearts of his enemies, and 
make them aid in promoting his 
cause. He can create, and put in 
operation, a system of means which 
shall be sufficiently extensive. He 
can cause the feeblest means to 
produce the most wonderful effects, 
He can make waters break out in 
the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert. He can cause the wilder. 
ness to blossom as the rose, and the 
desert to become vocal with his 
praise. 

8. Itis desirable that every chris- 
tian should believe in the universal 
agency of God, because it w ll en- 
courage him to be more diligent and 
active in promoting the cause of 
God in the eaith. The present is 
a day which calls for the united, 
and active, and persevering exer- 
tions of every friend to Zion. — itis 
highly desirable that every one 
should be at his post, and be ready 
to do whatsvever his hand findeth 
to do, with his might. But many 
find great discouragements. in their 
way. When any enterprize for 
the spread of the gospel is propo- 
sed, they can see no prospect of its 
success. When they are invited 
to participate in the privilege of do- 
ing good, by contributing of their 
substance, they have nothing to 
spare; they are afraid they shall 
come to want. When they are re- 
minded of the promise of God, to 
pay back with increase, what they 
g:ve, they are slow to believe: they 
see not how it can be done. And 
all this is to be expected in those 
that view God as far off. If he 
does not control the hearts of ment, 
it is not to be expected that missieu: 
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¢o the heathen will succeed. If he 
dees not concrel the elements, it is 
not to be expected that giving to the 
Lord will make any addition to the 
fruits of our labor. but, let every 
christian believe that God is near, 
and there will soon be a change in 
this respect. Let the opinion pre- 
yail, that God does control the 

hearts of all men, anda all will see | 
how easy it is for him to give suc- | 
cess to every benevolent effort. Let 

the opinion prevail, that God dh- | 
rects all the operations of the natu- 
ral world, and it will be easy to see 
how he can fulfil his promises.— | 
Let the christian believe that Ged ! 
controls the hearts of men, and he | 
will see how easy it is for God to | 
cause men to return to him all that | 
he lends to the Lord, even “ good | 
measure, pressed down, and shaken || 
together, and running over.” Let | 
him but firmly believe this doctrine, 
and give it its proper influence over 
nis mind, and he will no longer | 
stand doubting and hesitating, when | 
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God calls upon him to act. He) 
will honour the Lord with his sub- 
stance, and with the first fruits of 
all his increase; and so his barns 
will be filled with plenty, and his 
presses will burst out with new 
wine. God will make all grace a- 
x0und towards him ; and he, having 
all-sufficiency in all things, will a- 
sound to every good wor (Prov. 
+9, 10. 2 Cor. 9. 8.) 

9. It is desirable that every chris- 
tian should believe in the universal 
agency of God, because it will 
make him-afraid to refuse his aid to 
the benevolent enterprises of the 
present day. Many now, who bear 
the christian name, refuse to aid in 
ahy enterprise for the spread of the 
zospel. And when you tell them, 
that God threatens to take away 
What is thus withheld from his ser- 
vice, and much more with it, they 
feel no apprehensions. ‘They are 
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ried into effect. They intend to 
manage their affairs so prudently 
as to ensure success to their plans. 
They seé no hand of God in the 
government of the world, and feel 
no need of his blessing to crown 
their enterprises with success.— 
Tell them that God can send a 
blast upon their wheat, the canker 
worm upon their fruit trees, & hai! 
upon their standing corn: tell them 
that he can send sickness upon their 
cattle, and kindle a fire upon their 
dwellings: tell them that he can 
take away their produce, and cause 
them to engage m enterprises both 
foolish and ruimous: you labour in 
vain. ‘hey smile at your weakness, 
and bless themselves for their supe- 
rior wisdom. They believe that 
God is far off; and they act in per- 
fect consistency with their belief.— 
Let them be convinced that God is 
near; let them see that his hand is 
in all events, and they will tremble 
at his word, and no longer dare te 
disobey his commands. G. G, 
(To be continued.) 
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ON TITHES. 


Messrs Epirors—I have a few 
thoughts upon the propriety of gi- 
ving one tenth of eur income to re- 
ligious purposes which | wish to 
lay before you and your correspon- 
dents, in hopes that, if erroneous, 
you or they may correct them— 
i am led tu make this appeal, be- 
cause most of my friends think my 
opinions incorrect, and because it 
is probable that you may throw 
some light upon the subject. And 
I promise to endeavour to keep my 
mind open to conviction, and to re- 
tract my sentiments as soon as | 
discover that they are wrong. 

I believe that every individual 
ought to give, at least one tenth of 
his income to religious purposes. 


hot afraid to refuse, because they 1 By g ving one tenth of our income, 
se not how such threats can be car- || t do not mean that we are to give 
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one tenth of our gain, or in other [| not be required. This mode wijj 
words, one tenth of that which re- | be equal and easy, also because it 
mains after we have paid off all our || allows us to give to the Lord of & cx 
expenses, for, at that rate, some |; such things as we have, or that for MF ta 
who manage their concerns in such |} which we can sell them. It wouid & m 
a manner as to be worth no more at || net subject men to give all the mo. & pr 
the end of the year than they were || ney which they receive, but such f 
at the beginning, would have nothing || articles as they have, which can the ur 
to give ; but, that we must give that || most easily be spared; and, it al. V 
proportion before our expenses are || lows each to follow, in all cases, & of 
deducted Thus, for example ;— || the rule given by an apostle, “to J pe 
The farmer must give every tenth || lay by in store, as the Lord hath & m: 
bushel of grain, every tenth tamb || prospered him.” su 
and every tenth calf, &c. that he It can be usefully applied. In thi 
annually raises, or their value, to || these days, when the “ liberal devi- & fa: 
religious purposes. ‘The profes- || seth liberal things,” there would be & m: 
sional man must give one tenth of |] no occasion for waste, should all &% an 
his salary and of its perquisites, and || “ the tithes be brought into the store I do 
all others one*tenth of that which |] house.” Frequently some new and & wi 
they obtain for their labour before || useful plan is proposed, by a donor. fro 
they deduct the expenses of their |) And none of the treasuries of be-™ th 
board and clothing. nevolent societies are overflowing. ™ the 

This proportion of our income |} Candidates offer themselves for the JM tak 
should be given to support religion |} Foreign Mission service, faster than ma 
at home and abroad. Where there || means are furnished for supporting not 
are but a few friends of Zion ina} them. Education Societies are dis- chi 
place, nearly the whole might be |] missing young men for want off% wo 
required to support the gospel a- || funds ‘o support them. Hundreds yet 
mong them; but where there is a || of new and feeble societies are cry- J it ¢ 
considerable society, much would || ing to the older settlements for mis- J anc 
remain after supporting a minister || sionaries ; and, there are yet about " 
and erecting a decent house of wor- |} 600,000,000 of human beings inf als 
ship, which might be given to those || heathen lands to whom the gospel 5% of 
benevolent societies in which it can || not preached. san 
de the most good. It would not be an intolerable™® mis 

It is an equal mode. It isdesi || burden. the principal objectionf% mis 
rable that burdens should be laid || against this scheme is, it requiresf dol 
upon people according to their abil- || more than we are able to pay. 1 fore 
ity. That individual or that society || admit that God does not requireg The 
which is weak, should not be requi || that which we cannot perform, buty™ and 
red to do as much as that one which |} 1 see not an inability in the case bef are 
is strong. When men pay a certain || fore us. Cannot men live upon less Ha 
proportion of their income, those |} than nine tenths of their income! the 
who have the most increase, have || How were the Israelites, who lived hea 
the most to spare. He that gives | in a time when modern improve lupo 
the most then, takes it out of the || ments in labour saving machinesm™ end 
fullest granary. Smal! societies, || were not known, enabled to part drin 
who can scarcely support the g0s with three times as much as onti dea 
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pel among themselves, will not, at |] tenth of their income?* How dof to k 
this rate, be required LO pay but hit- * The opinion that the Israelites paid three whi 
tle for religious purposes abroad.— || tenths of their income for charitable = rel saly 
. ° aes ee , . , yt is 
In vears scarcity . » pan. || gious purposes, will probably be though own 
year of scarcity, when we can |i Curvect by some. We hope our corresp™ f 

not give many bushels, Many Wass |} dent will, in a future communication, tarnish {uty 
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the English dissenters who live ina 
country where every thing is highly 
taxed, and who do a great deal for 
missions, &c. and support their own 
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Argument from Scripture. The 
word ¢iihes, is found in the bible, 
and the payment of them had its 
origin among the people of God at 


er pay tithes.to the estab- || a very early period of the world— 
ished church ? Some who take land || When the practice of the pious 


upon shares support their families. 
What can those do who have land 
of their own? Enough extra ex- 
pense to make up one tenth is, in 
many cases, laid out in dress or to 
support some vice, which is worse 
than thrown away. And many are 
fast accumulating property which 
may, perhaps, take to itself wings 
and fly away; or, if kept, will not 
do children half the benefit that it 
will do the heathen. It would seem, 
from the anxiety of some parents, 
that it was revealed to them that 
their children would not be able to 
take care of themselves. A great 
many cases occur in which men are 


before the days of our Saviour, is 
quoted to prove the propriety of 
the same measure at the present 
day, it is replied, that this was a 
part of the ceremonial law which is 
now abolished. ‘To this objection, 
it may be answered, that this cus- 
tom did not receive its origin at 
Mount Sinai. Abraham gave tithes 
of all to the priest Melchizedek, 
Gen. 14. 20,and Heb. 7. 1—9. And 
Jacob made a vow, which the Lord 
afterwards reminded him that he 
must fulfil, to make an altar to God, 
and to give a tenth untohim. Gen. 
28. 20, 22 and 3.5. 1. 14. 

An objector may, perhaps, still 


not satisfied with barely giving their || further reply, that there were some 


children the same sum to begin the 
world that they had themselves, 
yet, when a better provision is made, 
it often renders them less vigorous 
and useful than their parents. 
There are besides, some individu 
als that give as much as five tenths 
of their income, or which is the 
same, five tenths of that which they 
might have gained. Some of the 


rites that did not belong to the cer- 
emonial law, such as sacrifice and 
the passover, but existed before, 
which were done away by the com- 
ing of Christ and the giving of a 
tenth of our income might then 
cease to be binding. 

This | readily grant was the case 
respecting these rites, which were 
typical of Christ and respecting re- 


missionaries did receive 4 or 500 | gulations of a national nature, but 


dollars a year for their services, be- 

fore they went among the heathen. 
They now give all except their food 
and clothing, which, in case they 

are single, costs not half that sum. 
Have these persons done more than 
their duty, or does God require the 
heat and burden of the day to rest’ 
pon a few individuals ? Must they 
endure privations and sickness, and 
bring on, in some cases, premature 
death; and may others be allowed 
‘o keep nearly all their property, 
which would, if distributed, carry 
salvation to the heathen, lest the 
owners should be in want at some 
future day? 


oe reasons on which that opinion is founded. 
Lai ors, 


the giving of tithes had nothing in 
it that was fulfilled by the death 
and sufferings of the Saviour, and 
they had been, in some instances, 
paid long before the existence of 
such a people as the Israelites.— 
Isaac had not been promised when 
Abraham paid tithes to Melchize- 
dek; and, if it were proper to give 
tithes to the king of Salem, who 
was a type of Christ, it cannot be 
wrong to give them to benefit the 
cause of him whom that person ty- 
pified. , 
But, perhaps, it may be replied 
that it is proper to look to the New 
Testament for rules upon this sub- 
ject. To this remark | assent: but 
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that in the Old, which will apply to 
our case, ought rot to be rejected. 
What then is the language of the 
New Testament, respecting the pro- 
portion that we must give to reli- 
gious purposes? In one instance, 
our Saviour, speaking of the giving of 
tithes, says, “ these ye ought to have 
done, & not to have left the other 
undone ;” and in the epistles, there 
are frequent commands “ to forget 
not to communicate.” The pro 
portion, however, which is-to be gi 
ven, is not, | think, definitely men 
tioned ; yet, if we were to follow 
the examples of the primitive chris- 
tians, some of whom, sold their 
possessions, and gave so much mo 
ney to the care of the apostles, that 
seven men were specially appointed 
to manzge i'; we should give far 
more than | am now endeavouring 
to show is proper. And, were those 
that object to the giving of the tenth 
of their income on account of its 
being a practice, found in the Old 
Testament, willing to follow the 
examples of liberality in the New, 
there would be no need of this es- 
say; for they would bestow more 
than it contends ought to be given. 
1 find, neither in the discourses of 
the Saviour, nor in the writings of 
the apostles, a word against men’s 
giving too much, but many reproofs 
because they give no more. Some, 
in the days of our Saviour, gave all 
that they possessed, yet, he applau 
ded their conduct. Indeed, he told 
a young man thathe must “ sell all & 
give to the poor ;” and declared to 
the apostles, who had left all & fol- 
fowed him, “ And every one that 
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name’s 
sake, sha!l receive an hundred fold, 
aud shall inherit everlasting | fe.” 
If it isa hard task to give one 
tenth of our income, it was a hard- 
ship which our Saviour laid upon 
the disciples, when he commanded 


them we fullow him, and when he 
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commanded them to “ go into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to ey. 
ery creature,” for in performin 

these duties, they relinquished al 
prospects of obtaining wealth. 

The apostles gave great enc: ur- 
agement to liberality. “God loy- 
eth,” says Paul, “the cheerful gi- 
ver. But this I say, he who soweth 
sparingly, shall reap also sparingly, 
and he who soweth bountifully, shall 
reap also bountifully.” : 

No people are so able, and 49 
much in’ duty bound to make large 
donations as these in the United 
States, and who live at the present 
day. In a former period, the 
church, has suffered by persecution, 
far greater losses and harhships 
than what is now required to 
send the gospel to every land; and 
in other countries, the sterility of 
the land, the unfriendliness of the 
climate, or the oppression of gov- 
ernment, rendér the pious unable to 
contribute as liberally as we can do 
in this. The above considerations are 
in my view, so weighty as to induce 
me to resolve, whatever others may 
do, to devote, notwithstanding my 
pecuniary embarrassments, 1- ‘(th 
of my income to religious purposes; 
and I can truly say, that my tempo- 
ral affairs seem never to have been 
blest more, than since I made the 
above resolution. And it is my be- 
lief, that I shall be enabled to satis- 
fy some demands against me as soon 
as if 1 had devoted nothing to the 
cause of religion. I believe that 
Jacob lost nothing by making his 
vow to,God, and that it is still true, 
“ There is that scattereth and yet 
HEMERA. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 

Questions for Theological Students, 

with some hints towards an an- 

swer. 

Continued from page 137. 

42. What evi: ence have we that 
the books of the bible have not beer 
altered and corrupted ? 
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A. 1. The Jews are well known 
io have entertained a great respect 
for their scriptures, from a very ear- 
ly period ; and to have been SO ex: 
act in making their copies, as to 
preserve every unusual shape or 
size of a letter, supposing some 
sreat mystery to be contained in it. 
Such people would not be likely to 
make alterations. To the christian, 


itis a good proof of the integrity 


of the Jewish scriptures, in the 
days of our Lord, that among all 
the charges brought by him against 
ihe Scribes and Pharisees, there 
was none of altering or corrupting 
the scriptures. He reproves them 
sharply for making the werd of God 
of no effect, through their traditions, 
but never insinuates that they had 
been guilty of altering the word it- 
self. 

2, The existence of so many dif 
ferent sects and parties, all profes- 
sing to derive their tenets from the 
same scriptures, aud yet disagree- 
ing in their interpretation of those 
scriptures, proves that no essential 
alteration has taken place. Each had 
the scriptures in theit possession. If 
one had been disposed to make an al- 
teration in the, which might render 
them more tavourable to their views, 
they would have been instantly de- 
tected and exposed by the other.— 
And thus, the different sects and 
parties have been a watch upon 
each other, and have conspired to 
guard the word of God from cor- 
ruption. This has not only been 
the case ever since the Christian 
era, but it was so, long before.— 
From the time of the revolt of the 
ten tribes, there was a separation 
between the people of Israel and 
Judah. And from the captivity of 
the ten tribes, and the planting of 
the Cushites in their land, the Sa 
maritans have been a distinct sect 
from the Jews. At the time of Ne 
hemiah, they made violent opposi- 


tion to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, | 


and the re-establishment of the 


Jewish church. And atthe time of 
our Saviour, this alienation of feel- 
ing continued, so that the Jews and 
the Samaritans had no dealings with 
each other. The Samaritans had 
their own copy of the law, and their 
own temple and worship. The 
Jews also had theirs. Had the Sa- 
maritans been disposed to make an 
alteration, the Jews were ready to 
expose it; or had the Jews been dis- 
posed to corrupt the scriptures, the 
Samaritans were ready to expose it. 
There were also, different sects a- 
mong the Jews, of which the Phar- 
isees, the Sadducees, and the Esse- 
nes were the principal. ‘These all 
differed from each other in their re- 
ligious views; yet all appealed to 
the same scriptures as the standard 
of truth. No alteration, then, 
could have been made, by common 
consent, in the Jewish scriptures.— 
An alteration in the New Testa- 
ment was equally impossible. In 
the age of the apostles, their origi- 
nal writings would be preserved 
with great care, and no important 
variation in copying from them 
would escape detection. In the age 
immediately succeeding the apos- 
tles, if not before, different sects 
and parties arose among professing 
christians. At the time ef Augus- 
tin, in the year 390, there had been 
eighty-eight different sects, of which 
he wrote an account. And from 
that day to this, the number has 
been constantly increasing. Many 
evils have, no doubt, resulted from 
this multiplication of contending 
parties in the church. But great 
good has also resulted. And if no 
other good effect could be pointed 
out, this one is of vast importance. 
They have watched over the word 
of God, with unceasing vigilance, 
and have furnished an effectual se- 
curity against any important altera- 


tion or corruption of that sacred 


volume. 
3. The existence of so many dif- 


|| ferent copies of the scriptures, in 
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the original languages, in so many 
different hands, and of so many 
translations of it, into other langua- 
ges, all agreeing in substance, proves 
that no essential alteration has been 
made. The manuscript copies in 
the original languages, which are 
now in existence, appear, indeed, to 
have been made some centuries 
since the christian era. But they 
have been found in different coun- 
tries, at a distance from each other, 
and under circumstances’ which 
prove that they were not made from 
each other, but from other copies 
more ancient, which have perished 
in the lapse of years. They have 
come down, therefore, through dif- 
ferent hands, from the earliest ages. 
If alterations had been made in one, 
they would not have found their 
way into the others also. The 
great mass of manuscript eopies of 
the Hebrew scriptures, have come 
down to us through the hands of 
the Jews of Europe, and parts adja- 
cent, and furnish the text exhibited 
in the printed Hebrew bibles. But 
other manuscript copies are in exis 

tence, which have come down thro’ 
a different channel. ‘The Samari- 
tans still subsist, as a distinct body 
from the Jews, and have preserved 
copies of the law written in the an- 
cient Hebrew character, which their 
forefathers retained, while the Jews 
adopted the Chaldee. Dr. Bucha- 
nan, in his travels n India, obtained 
a manuscript of which he thus 
speaks: “Ina coffer of a synagogue 


of the black Jews, in the interior of | 


Matayaila, there has been found an 
old copy of the law. ‘This manu- 
script is on a roll of leather skins. 
The skins are sewed together, and 
the roll is 48 feet in length. It is 
in some places worn out, and the 
holes have been sewed up with pie- 
ces of parchment. Its value is en- 
hanced by its being composed of 
the fragments of three several rolls, 
and thus affording specimens of the 


reading of so many different cop- | 
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ies.” This manuscript “was taken 
to England, and collated by Mr, 
Yeates, late of Oxford University, 
The result of its comparison with 
the received Hebrew text is, that 
except in a few variations of little 
or no importance, the text is the 
same with that acknowledged by 
the Western Jews, and exhibited ip 
the printed Hebrew bibles. 
Besides the manuscript copies of 
the scriptures in Hebrew and Greek, 
there are also, in the possession of 
the learned, several different trans- 
lations of the whole or of parts of 
the scriptures, into other languages, 
which were made at an early age, 
The Pentateuch was translated into 
Greek, by order of Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, king of Egypt, in the year 
277 before the Christian era; and 
the -remainder of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment, at some subsequent period, 
not now exactly known, but very 
ancient. The Targums are _para- 
phrases in the Chaldee language, 
of the books of the Old Testament, 
made partly before the Christian 
era, and partly since. A transla- 
tion of both the Old and New Ifes- 
taments was made into the Latin 
language, and another into the Sy- 
riac, very soon after, if not in the 
age of the apostles. Translations 
were also made, in the first ages of 
christianity, into the Arabic, Ethio- 
pic, Persic, Coptic, and other lan- 
guages, then vernacular, but which 
have long since ceased to be spo- 
ken. A translation was made into 


the language of. Armenia, in the Sth 


century, which is in very high es- 
teem among the learned... The Sa- 
ma)itans, also, have a translation of 
the Pentateuch, made very early in- 
to their vulgar dialect. ‘Parts, ar 
the whole of all these versions, are 
now in the possession of the lear- 
ned, and all the differences between 
them can be easily known. They 
were doubtless made from what 
was considered the authentic text, 
when they were made; and having 
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been made for the use of the inha- 
bitants of different countries, would, 
from that time, become independent 
of each other. So that any altera- 
tions which should be made in one, 
could never have crept into the oth- 
ers also. 

4. That no essential alterations 
have been made in the books of the 
bible, appears from the careful com- 
parison which has been made in 
modern times, between the varieus 
manuscript copies, and the different 
ancient versions. ‘The learned Ken- 
nicott and De Rossi have made a 
most thorough investigation of the 
Hebrew text. ‘They examined, or 
caused to be examined, about twelve 
hundred different manuscripts or 
editions, and took an account of ev- 
ery variation, however slight, mark- 
ing even the different ways of spel- 
ling the same word. A host of oth- 
ers have taken the same pains with 
the Greek text. And the result of 
their critical investigation has heen 
published to the world. All the va- 
riations which do exist can be east- 
ly known, by consulting the works 
of these men. It is sufficient for 
common readers te know, that if all 
the places in which they disagree 
were struck out of the text, no es- 
sential alteration would be made.— 
No doctrine of the sacred scriptures 
would be affected; no precept of 
duty would be altered; no impor- 
tant fact would be deprived of its 


proof; “no pillar of our faith 
would be shattered, shaken, or 
touched.’ 


And now, if any one alleges that 
essential alterations have been made, 
I would ask him to say when they 
were made. Were they made by 
the Protestants, at the time of the 
Reformation, when the bible was 
brought forth from the cabinets of 
the learned, and put into the hands 
of the people? But, where were 
the advocates of the church of 
Rome, that they did not detect the 
mposture P How came these alte- 
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rations into their copies also? How 
came they into the cepies in posses- 
sion of the Greek church? How is 
it that they are found in the copies 
of the Syriac Christians in India, 
and of the various sects and deno- 
minations still found in other parts 
of Asia’ How is it that they are 
found in the ancient versions, in so 
many different languages, and in so 
many different hands? Were the 
supposed alterations made at the 
first propagation of christianity, by 
the Christians? How came the same 
alterations into the copies in the 
possession of the Jews and Samari- 
tans ? How came they also into the 
copies in the possession of learned 
heathens, who were equally ene- 
mies to both Jews and Christians ? 
Where were the Porphyrys,the Cel- 
suses, and the Julians, that they did 
not detect and expose the fraud P— 
Were the supposed alterations made 
by Ezra, at the time when he col- 
lected the sacred books of the Jews, 
and settled the caron of their scrip- 
tures? How came the same altera- 
tions made in the copies of the Sa- 
maritans ?. Were they made in the 
days of Solomon or of Samuel ?— 
Who would not know that, they 
were alterations, and reject them at 
Will it be said that there 


in the pussession of the priests, and 


' that they might combine to make 


the alterations? There was a safe- 


guard provided agianst any such 


daring attempt. Deut S1. 9—15. 
“ And Moses wrote this law, and 
delivered it unto the priests the sons 
of Levi, which bare the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and unto all 
the elders of israel. And Moses 
commanded them, saying, At the 
end of every seven years, in the so- 
lemnity of the year of release, in 
the feast of the tabernacles, when 
all Israel is come to appear before 
the Lord thy God, in the place 
which he shall choose, thou shalf 
read this law before all Israel im 


























a — -_ gm o - seeasinieertna 
4 e ve coe <peaee eo ie ee ee  e Be BENE Ss ’ : Me 
' ‘a 7 - . . - a 2 TER gee 055 RO ge SO iBlage satin " : 
: : he ‘ rien fy 














































ae an : te . 2 We ‘ . ee eee . ra ee Tinea Tae aha 
ene nee 5 NOE ee eel ieee ees cates "= | men tattle aes ciel me eae as renee Gi tags Bae: je s 


™ » ae ae e bE Pe 2 Scie F = = 
ee ig = . wh? , ae. ee . aint : i a ee =, =~, t RE eae oe 
nae ere ei rn ee | Pee ; iene . node ade < rae mics a aie een Ia) PSH at SS eS ee ; Sin bebo 
PP Ee Ss kn ip re ea ot or Se ee SS a ee oad Pa Sn Pay alos Sg St a a ee oie eee . -" ’ = 
Pern é: eS ees ee a ae a ee *. ISS tae soll ated — - 3 = oe -- ss. Lo eee P ie = =e 
eee 4 ae ’ oe = is te Lae x 9 a Pima S Bs wks “ saad 
stnidiaeauedinste 


a 


A iit a OR 


italien eons = ; Te 





176 Questions for Theological Students, &c. 


their hearing. Gather the people 
together, men, and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is 
within thy gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn, and 
fear the Lord your God, and ob 
serve to do all the words of this 
law ; and that their children, which 
have not known any thing, may hear, 
and learn to fear the Lord your 
God, as long as ye live in the land 
whither ye go over Jordan to pos 

sess it.’ All the people, then, 
would hear tee original copy writ- 
ten by Moses, once in every seven 
years. in addition to this, provis- 
ion was made for all the people to 
be instructed in the law. <A cop 

was to be made by every king with 
his own hands; the Levites were 
set apart as a distinct order of men, 
to instruct the people; and it was 
made the duty of every head of a 
family to instruct his househol.— 
Deut. 6. 6,7. “And these words 
which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up.”” Numerous copies 
must, therefore, have been made; 
and the people must have had op. 
portunity to be well acquainted 
with the true reading of the text. 
And besides this, the law was read 
in the synagogues on the Sabbath, 
from a period so remote, that it is 
said, in Acts 15. 21, “* For Moses 
of old time, hath in every city them 
that preach him, being read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath day.””— 
As a people, the Jewish nation were 
doubtless, as well acquainted with 
their scriptures, as any christian na- 
tionis now. Josephus says of them, 
“« But as for our people, if any body 
do but ask any one of them about 
our laws, he can more readily tell 
them all, than he can tell his own 


name; and this im consequence | 


of our having learned them imme. 
diately, as soon as we became sep. 
sible of any thing, and our haying 
them as it were engraven upon ou; 
souls.” It is impossible, then, that 
any essential alteration could haye 
been made in their scriptures, 9 
any period of their history, and not 
have been instantly detected. 


43. How do you answer the ob. 
jection, that the books of Moses Speak 
of places by names which did not be. 
long to them till long afier the time 
of Moses ? 


A. From the preceding observ. 
ations, it is evident that no altera- 
tion would have been made, in any 
respect, in the bouks of Moses, which 
would escape the notice of the Jew- 
ish nation. If any alteration was 
made, therefore, even in this res- 
pect, it must have been known at 
the time of it, and must have been 
made by some man, who was be- 
lieved to be divinely authorised to 
make it. After the return from the 
captivity, Ezra was sent of God to 
restore the Jewish polity, and re: 
establish the worship of God, accor- 
ding to the law. He is believed ts 
have written one book himself, 
which bears his name, and perhaps 
some others which do not. He is 
believed to have collected and ar- 
ranged those books which had beer 
written before the captivity, and to 
have made arrangements for their 
being publicly read in the syna- 

ogues. And in doing all this, he 
is believed to have acted under the 
divine direction. If it should be 
made to appear, therefore, that more 
modern names had been substituted 
by him for such ancient ones as had 
been obsolete, I should conclude 
that in doing it he had acted by di- 
vine direction. And it is eviden! 
that the people must have believed 
he so acted, or they would not have 
acquiesced in such alterations. 

PHILALETHES. 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON tHE FRAYER OF FAI? H. 

Messrs. Epirors—! have been 
expecting, that some of your corres- 
pondents would make some further 
remarks on the “ Prayer of Faith,” 
as | have thought, that almost every 
Christian would be unwilling that 
the subject should be left in 

recisely the point of light in 
which Alpha’s last communication 
has placed it; since it has given so 
much joy to many hearts. | was at 
first surprised ; and the more ! look 
at his communication, the more am 
| surprised, at his mode of attack 
upon the creed of the prayer of faith, 
published in your Jan. No. as lL 
thought the mode of treating that 
subject in that No. altogether unex. 
ceptionable. I wondered that it 
did not occur to Alpha, to have tried 
his skill at ‘“ difficulties’? on the 
“Calvinist’s creed,” published some 
time ago in the Evangelical Recor- 
der. sie might thus, perhaps, have 
relieved the minds of many haters 
of God’s sovereignty and _predesti- 
nation, from much perplexity, and 
many difficulties. 

Alpha says, he is at a loss to know 
for what purpose | have quoted se- 
veral scriptures, in my furmer com- 
munication ; or what I[ intended to 
prove by them. IL quoted them, 
sentlemen, to let him and the world 
know what L understood by the 
“Prayer of Faith ;” and L supposed 
at the time, that they would suffi. 
ciently prove the things which they 
afirmed ; and I believe so still, Al- 
pha’s difficulties to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” IL still believe, 
that all th.ngs, whatsoever, believers 
in Christ, shall ask in prayer, be 
heving, they shall receive ; and to 
every other item, in the creed, on 
the “ Prayer of Faith,” in my for 
mer communication, [ still undevi- 
aingly adhere. If Alpha has diffi- 
chiie we.th that creed, L cannot 
help him out of them; end T do not 
‘er but he must settle them with 

Z 


TL 


| 





| 





} 
| 


| 


——— 


think, that if God has 


| thus by a promise, he may be obli- 
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him who has made the promises, and 
not with him who believes them. I 
did not attempt a removal of his 
d fliculties before, either by “ expla- 
nations or arguments,” because [ 
thought the word of God sufficiently 
explicit without either; and that 
therefore to attempt, would be to 
darken counsel. by words without 
knowledge: and as I still think so, 
[ shall not attempt a removal of 
them now, neither by the one nor 
the other. 

The word of God is our standard. 


“lf we speak not according to that 


word, it is because there is no light 
in us. If we do not know what that 
word is, | do not know of a better 
rule for ascertaining it, than to ap- 
ply to the vocabulary and the lexi- 
con, and decide upon its meaning, 
by the significancy of its phrases.— 
1 understand God by the same rule 
that Ll understand Alpha. I judge 
of his meaning by his words; and 
when | have gotten the meaning 
of his words, I take it for granted, 
that { have gotten his meaning.— 
When,therefore,Christ says, “ What 
things soever ye desire when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them,” I feel 
that I am bound to believe him, 
without raising an objection, or try- 
ing to raise one. Alpha seems to 

lcsind himself 


ged to do things which are not for 
the best. God will take care of that; 
he does not need Alpha’s help, nor 


imine, to extricate him from that 


difficulty: vor do | know that we 
are required to perplex ourselves in 
regard to it. He says, “ weare not 
omnise-ent, and are liable to ask for 
things which are not for the best.” 
{ grant it: but the Holy Ghost, who 
indites every such prayer as I am 
-pexking about, is omniscient, and 
does know what is for the best. He 
also says, that Paul’s prepenss con- 
cerning the thorn in the flesh; and 
our Lord’s, fur the removal of the 
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cup, were not granted. How he 
knows, what he has affirmed, in re- 
gard to these instances, I have yet 
to learn. Our Lord said to the Fa- 
ther, John 11. 42, “I know that 
thou hearest me always ;” and Paul 
affirms by the Holy Ghost, that he 
was heard, when he poured out 
strong crying and tears. Heb. 5. 7. 
Tf it should be assumed, that these 
prayers come within the limits of 
the above promise, and yet, that they 
were not answered, I should see a 
greater difficulty than any which Al- 
pha has presented ; and that would 
be, to reconcile the divine veracity, 
with such an assumption. 

Alpha wishes to know whether I 
believe, that “common Christians 
now are divinely inspired.” ‘This { 
cannot answer, till | know distinctly 
what he means by these terms, as 
suppose he uses the word inspira 
tion, in different senses. I can tell 
him, however, what I dobelieve. I 
do believe in the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost. both in regard to pray- 
er, the understanding of the scrip- 


tures, and as to the path of duty in 


many instances. And [ also be- 
lieve, that if every one of us should 
rely less upon our own reasoning on 


divine truth, and more upon the | 


simple word of God; and should 
p-ay more fervently and faithfully 
for the aid of the Holy Ghost; it 
would, in every point of view, be 
better for us. That saints are 
taught by the Holy Ghost, even if 
they are not inspired, { think the 
scripture abundantly teaches. I 
believe, that Jesus Christ spake to 
Alpha, and to me, if we are his true 
disciples, as much as he did to any 
one else, and that he spake truth, 
when he said, John 14. 26, But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, wliom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto von.” ‘To the same pur- 
pose, is Jolin, i6. 13, 14, * Howbeit, 


when he, the spirit of truth, is come, 
he shall guide you into all truth; 
for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come. He shall glo- 
rify me; for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you,” 
I believe, also, that the following 
scriptures are as truly spoken to be- 
lievers, at this day, as they were to 
those, to whom they were originally 
written; and that they inculcate 
the doctrine of the divine teaching of 
the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. 2. 10—13, 
Eph. 1. 17—1i9. 1 John, 2. 20, 97. 
Where is the believer, who has not 
an unction from the Holy One? and 
where is the true Christian, who 
has not the anointing which is able 
to teach him all things, pertaining to 
the riches of divine glory and grace? 
Now this teaching, I believe, saints 
have in the “ Prayer of Faith,”’ and 
in all their holy affections: and 
if this be what Alpha means by 
“inspiration,” I do believe, that 
“common Christians now, are di- 
vinely inspired ;” and that they are 
criminal in not being oftener led by 
it, than they are ; for, by refusing to 
follow such teaching, I have no 
doubt that Christians often grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by which 
they are sealed unto the day of re- 
demption. 

Alpha thinks, that my remarks 
on James 5. 15—20, convey the idea 
that all Christians now, can per- 
form miracles. All that was said 
on this passage before was, “ We 
believe that the prayer of faith, shall 
save the sick; and in answer to it, 
the Lord shall raise him up; and i 
he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him ; and that the effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man, may avail as much in us, as It 
did in Elias.” Now if-to believe 
this, is to believe what Alpha calls 
working miracles, I tell him and the 
world, that [ do bel eve “common 
Christians now, can perform mura- 
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cles; for I believe they can pray 
the “effectual fervent prayer.”— 
And [ shall continue to believe it 
until 1 am convinced that the above 
passage was not given for my in 

struction and guide in faith and 
practice. Certain it is, that my 
profession of belief goes ne farther 
than the affirmation of the Holy 
Ghest in this and many other passa- 
ges of scripture. Jesus said to his 
apostles, just as he ascended to hea 

ven, Mark, 16. 15—18.“Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believ- 
eth and is baptized shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall 
follow them that believe; in my 
name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues ; 
they shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover.” 
Now is it supposable that the term 
believe, is used in entirely different 
senses in the 16th and 17th verses 
of this chapter ? I dlare not suppose 
ituntil [have more knowledge in 
divine things than what I now pos- 
sess. Ihe address was to the apos- 
tles, concerning their duty, and the 
effect which should follow in those 
who should believe their word.— 
Alpha, wishes me to prove, that the 
“faith necessary to prevailing pray- 
er, and the faith necessary to per- 
form miracles are one and the same.”’ 
But I have no wish to prove it, un- 
less the scripture declaresit. That 


the above passage, does declare it, | 


1 would not affirm: that it does not 
imply more | would not dare to say : 
and I would not say it, because I 
hear Jesus on another occasion say- 
ing, John 14. 12, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, he that believeth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do 
also, and greater works than these 
shall he do, because [ go unto m 

Father.’ These were to be effect- 





ed by asking and believing on their 
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part, and by the working of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, who was to dwell with 
them, and be in them forever: ver- 
ses 13—17th. These passages seem 
to me, to affirm all that I before as- 
serted as my belief; and more also: 
aud that they do not mean what 
they say, I am not prepared to al- 
low, until it be proved, that they 
were not written for Christians of 
every age. See also, Math. 21.21, 
22, May I understand the Holy 
Ghost to mean what is said in 1 Co- 
rinthians, 12th chapter ? or was that 
only applicable to the saints in other 
times? Where is the evidence, that 
God has taken away these gifts, 
which he once set in the church? 
ls itin the fact, that we do not see 
them exercised by saints at this 
day? They were not always exer- 
cised by the apostles and primitive 
disciples of Jesus; nor were they 
all often exercised by the same per- 
sons: but this did not prove that 
God had taken them away. That 
we see them not, may prove unbelief 
and unfaithfulness, in the professed 
disciples of Jesus ; but it can nev- 
er prove that they are not wanted 
for a “sign to them that believe not,” 
1 Cor. 14. 22, nor can it prove that 
God has not been true to his prom- 
ise. That which Jesus promised at 
his ascension, he promised to the 
end of the world. Math. 28. 20. 
That the prophecy of Joel, 2. 23, 29, 
whick is mentioned Acts 2. !7, &c. 
is yet to receive a more glorious 
and extensive accomplishment, than 
at the day of Pentecost, is, I be- 
lieve, the general opinion of the 
most approved critics on scripture 
language. Should this be the fact, it 
will only prove the extensive influ- 
ence of that unbelief, which so much 
prevails in the church. It will not 
prove, that any new faith, or any 
new spirit is nesessary, even to do 
a miracle in the name of Christ. 
The only objection, even to this 
view of things, which seems to me 
of any moment, is this; that at 
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would destroy the church, and _ set 
the scripture at war with itself. I 
do not know, however, that much 
stress can be laid upon this, unless 
it should first be proved, that in or- 
der for a church to exist, its mem- 
bers must always do all that God 
has given them power to do: or in 
other words, that they must always 
b> undeviatingly faitnful ; and also 
that the reason for the exercise of 
these gifts should always remain 
the same; neitherof which can be 
proved. It is apprehended, that 
there are other things, which are 
generally admitted as true, which 
would, on the common principle of 
metaphysical reasoning, as effectu 

ally destroy the church, as would 
this principle, and as much set the 
scripture at war with itself. But 
after all i am disposed to say, and 
I think it is the feeling of my heart, 
« Let God be true,’ > although every 
man were, by that, made a har. I 
think, gentlemen, that reasoning on 
religion and morality, instead of be 

lie: ing and obe ying the bible, has 
sent souls enough to hell already ; 
and that the word ot God, has long 
enough been disciplined by the rules 

of reason; and, also, that it is now 
quite time for the friends of the bi- 
ble to yield their minds to be gov 

ered by its simple dictates, on ev 

ery subject which lies without the 
boundary of human reason. Rea- 

sun was never intended to sit in 
judgment upon the sense of the bi 

ble, any farther than to judge of the 
meaning of its words-and the com- 
parison at its parts. ‘The moment 
reason goes beyond the boundaries 
of sense, all its researches can a- 
mount to no more than the mere 
speculations of the fancy, & are no 
rhore to be relied-on asa rule of mo- 

ral duty, than the ravings of a ma- 
niac. Whether the oovvious sense 
of the bible will warrant us in be 

heving. that the “ faith of miracles, 
and the faith necessary to prevail- 
ing prayer, be the same thing or 


Now is this possible? only ask a 


On the Prayer of Faith. 


not; itis most perfectly evident 
that it dues inculcate the doctrine 
of “ The Prayer of Faith ;’’ for, if 
this be denied, the most precious 
promises of that book are destroyed, 
If all the passages in the Creed on 
the Prayer of Faith, with their con- 
nexions are to be ceased from the 
bible, as inzpplicable to the church 
and Christians of this day, we shall 
certainly have little left to cheer 
our prospects, either .n this world 
or in that which 1s to come. That 
they were designed by the Lord Je- 
sus, to be of universal application 
in the church, seems manifest from 
the fact, that they are given to us, 
not in the simple form of a narra- 
tive, but in the strong Janguage of 
promise. There are few principles 
prevalent in the church, which ] 
think of more pernicious tendency, 
than. that the bible, and especially 
the New Testament, ought not to 
be taken in its most simple and ob- 
vious sense. If we want to see 
whither this principle will lead, let 
the Unitarian and Universalian he- 
recies tell us; and let every friend 
of the bible learn to abide by the 
letter and common sense of the 
“law and the testimony.”’ 

Alpha quotes from me the follow- 
ing; “ Wedov not believe it to be 
necessary, on this subject, to wait 
before we pray, until we know that 
we have the faith necessary, because 
we believe, that while we are yet 
speaking, God will hear and answer. 
Isa. Oo. 24. Believe that you are 
a Christian, and that God in the 
promises speaks to you.” Then he 
says, “My understanding of this is, 
that if we feel a desire to perform a 
miracle, but are yet uncertain whe- 
ther it will be done, we must try to 
pray, and try to believe; and if God 
intends that the ienaie shall be 
performed, he will give us the im- 
formation while we are thus making 
the attempt, and we shall believe, 

and the miracle will be performed.” 
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jiscerning public to look over the 
sentence quoted from me again, 
and then decide whether such a 
strange conclusion as this of Alpha’s 
could be drawn from it? Is it possible 
‘hat this should have been his un- 
derstanding of my words? if, in 
truth it was, he must have a method 
of understanding language to which 
Jama stranger. There was nota 
word said by me about performing 
a“miracle,” nor did the thought 
enter my heart, that the sensence 
had the most distant bearing on 
such a subject. Nor did I hint at 
the idea of “trying to pray,” and 
“trying to believe,” or of “ attemp- 
tng” to perform a miracle. Whe- 
ther the above sentence is ingenu 
ous in Alpha, our readers may de- 
termine. I will only say, that I 
should as soon have understood the 
declaration to be, that Paul the a- 
postle was risen from the dead, and 

vas preaching Christ in the United | 
States with the same vigilance that | which | think they can be removed, 
he once preached him in Judea || is, for him to believe, without “ dif- 


bove answer, with “trying, attemp- 
ting, desiring to perform a mira- 
ele,” and “recewing information 
from God that he intends the mira- 
| cle shall be wrought,” but for the 
single purpose of embarrassing the 
subject, and of hiding, or endeav- 
ouring to hide from the public mind 
the view of it which lay before him, 
| have not been able to see: And [ 
;am not alone in this view of it, as 
| many have expressed the same idea 
with no small degree of astonish- 
ment. 

Alpha says, “I should be- much 
gratified, if he, (L F.) or some oth- 
er person would consider my diffi- 
culties, and show how they can be 

removed.” | have considered his 
“difficulties,” but I have not at- 
tempted a removal of them, “ either 
| by explanations or arguments,” be- 
| cause I think the nature of the sub- 
| ject does not admit of either. The 
better way, and the only one, in 


‘and Asia Minor; as what Alpha de- || ficulties,” what God has declared 


clares he understood it to be. In || and promised. If he ask, on what 

his former communication, Alpha | evidence he is to rest this belief? [ 

nad called for the “divine declara- || answer, on the divine veracity. If 

tions,?? on which the doctrine of the | he cannot rest satisfied with this 

“Prayer of Faith,” was founded. || evidence, there is none which can 

He received them in my former | be given him that will remove his 
| 


number, He now wants to know, || “ difficulties; as the testimony of 
ten thousand tongues from the dead 
confidence? And he must feel that || would not equal it. { believe, even, 
ihe proper answer, was in the ‘that the « Prayer of Faith,’ shall 
whole of that creed which declared | save the sick, and procure the for- 
it tobe the divine veracity. But | giveness of sins, simply because 
still he would know, “ how shall we || God in his word has said it. If Al- 
zet this faith Fr’? An answer he has | pha cannot believe it on this evi- 
ilready received, * Believe that you | dence, he will probably never be- 
wea Christian, and that God in lieve it till he sees it illustrated in 
the promises speaks to you.”— | the light of eternity: and then I 
Whether he does believe this or | trust he will believe it, with unimin- 
hot, Lhave not been able to gather | gled joy, and never ending triumph 
lrom either of the pieces he has || and praise. 

Written. If he do not believe it, } i hone, centlemen, that your rea- 
one thing is certain, that he will |! ders will feel that IT do not believe 
hever possess the “ Prayer of Faith”’ the creed on the “ Prayer of Faith,” 
till he does, nor learn “ how to get | without evidence, “ from scripture, 
it”? Why he should meet the a- || sense, or reason ;” and also, that | 
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am not “guilty of presumption,” 
for velieving it, simply on the di- 
vine testimony And if Alpha 
should write again, | hope he will 
lainly tell the world, whether he 
ete the creed on the “ Prayer 
of Faith,’ or whether he does not 
believe it. If he does not believe 
it, { hope he will tell us why we 
ought not to believe God’s testimo 
ny on this, as well as any other sub- 
ject. L. F. 
May, 1822. 
o> @ OO e+-- 
To the Editors of the Utiea Christian Re- 
pository. 


GENTLEMEN— 


Having been appointed one of | 


a committee to furnish the churches 
with a copy of the following procee- 
dings, I have thought proper to for- 
ward them to you, and request that 
they may be inserted in your publi- 
cation, for the information of all 
concerned. 
A SuBSCRIBER. 

Ata meeting of a number of the 
members of Congregational chur- 
ches in this viciniy, held at Clinton 
meeting house, March 22d, 1822, 
for the purpose of taking into con 
sideration, the subject of dissolving 


the ‘)neida Axsoctation, and uniting 


with the Presbytery of Oneida, ac- 
cording to the conditions of their 
Resolve, published jn the Christian 
Repository, of February, 1°22 ; 

A. S. Norton, D. D. Woderator 

Me: ting opened by prayer. 

Resoived, That a committee be 
chosen from the remaining churches 
of the Association, and from the 
Congregational churches of Paris, 
Verona, & Westmoreland, to meet 


two weeks hence, to consider and | 


discuss the subject of this meeting, 
and to wake their report to this mee- 
ting, four weeks from this time. . 

Resolved. Vhat this meeting be 
adjourned four weeks from this 
date, to be held at this place. 


Clinton, March 28, 1822. 
Agreeably to appointment the 
committee met, consisting of the fol. 
lowing members: 
« Dea. Salmon Butler, Clinton, 
Dea. Lebbeus Camp, Augusta, Mr, 


. 


| Limothy Hopkins, Paris, Mr. David 
| Barton, Hanover, Dea. Oliver Nor. 
ton, Sangerfield, Mr. John Camp- 
! bell, Litchfield, Mr. Harry Hamlin, 
| Verona, and Mr. Beardsley, West- 
/moreland,. 
| Dea. Ortver Norton, Moderator, 
Dea. Lesseus Camp, Clerk. 
| Members from sister churches be. 
‘ing present, not belonging to the 
committee, were invited to sit as 
| corresponding members. “The sub- 
| ject which the committee were ap- 
pointed to consider, bemg now be- 
fore them, the moderator called on 
each member to express his views 
respecting it. Keach member ha- 
| ving expressed his opinion of the 
| subject :——proceeded to prepare 
| their report. 
Clinton, April 25, 1822. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Meeting opened with prayer by 
the Moderator. 
| ‘The committee appointed to con- 
sider the subject of the associa 
| ted churches of Oneida county, 


{ 
| 
| 


uniting with the Presbytery of Oner- 
da, made the followmg report : 

| On motion, before the committee, 
| that the associated churches become 
| Presbyterian churches; Voted it 
the negative. And for the follow- 
| ing reasons — 

i Ist. Because we do not feel pre: 
| pared to subscribe to all that is con: 
tained in the Presbyterian Conles 
| sion of Faith; especially what i§ 
contained in Chap. 5th, Sect. 2d— 
| That man by sin, became “ wholly 
| defiled in all the faculties and part: 
| of soul and body.” ‘The scripture: 
I referred to in support of this, are 
Gen. 6. 5. “ And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
| earth, and that every imagination 0! 
! the thoughts of his heart was onl} 
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evil continually.” 
«The heart is deceitful above all |: 
things, & desperately wicked,whocan 


know it??? We do not find any thing 
in this passage relative to the ‘defile- 
ment of the faculties of the body ; we 
believe the fall of man respects the 
soul only, although the body, being 
connected with the soul, suffers in 
consequence of the sins of the soul 
Neither do we believe the doctrine of 
a limited atonement ; but,that the at- 
onement was made torail men. Ist 
Tim. 2. 6.  Whogave himselfa ran- 
som forall.’? Neither do we believe, 
as We understand the scriptures, in 
the doctrine of the imputation of sin ; 
but, that every man suffers for his 
own sin.’ Ezek. 18. 20. “ The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die; the son 
shall uot bear the iniquity of the fa- 
ther,”? &c. 

2d, Because we do not believe 
the Presbyterian form of govern- 
ment to be the most agreeable to 
the scriptures, and according to A- 
postolic direction. It is true the 
apostle Paul, in his direction to Ti 
mothy, ist Epistle, sth Chap. 17th 
verse, says, “ Let the Elders that 


rule well, be counted worthy of 


double honour, especially, they who 
labour in word and doctrine. ‘This 
passage is the strongest which can 
be found in the scriptures for ruling || 
Elders ; but we do not apprehend 
that this is sufficient to establish 
the authority of ruling Elders. We 
believe that Bishops, Pastors, El- 
ders, and ‘Teachers, are but diffe- 

rent names for the same office. If, by 
ruling Elders, is here meant a select 
nunber of persons, who are to take 


upon themselves the government of 


the church, such persons are to be 
accounted “worthy of double hon- 
our,” which must mean that they 
are ‘worthy of more honour than the 
ministers of the gospel, which per 
haps, few will admit. But the last 
clause of the verse seems to put the 
matter beyond a doubt, who and | 
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And Jer. 17. 6. cially they who labour in word and 
, doctrine.” 
| it is evident that 


From this expression, 
ministers of 


| the gospel, and they only, are meant. 


ee 


To preside in the affairs of the 
church, and to preach the doctrines 
of the gospel, are duties incumbent 
on Pastors, Elders, 
“The «direction to Timothy seems, 
therefore, 
ruled most prudently, faithfully, and 
diligently, and were most laborious 
in their ministry, should be most 


Bishops, &c. 


to mean, that they who 


respected and b«st provided for, es- 
pecially they who were most un- 

wearied in preaching and private 
atanen 

Sd. That as the associated chur- 
ches have entered into solemn co- 
venant with the Lord and each 
other, we see no sufficient reason, 
why their covenant relation should 
be dissolved ; since we are built (as 
we believe,) on the Apostolic direc- 
tion for the government of the 
church. We are aware that we 
shall be told that a union with the 
Presbytery may be effected, and 
the Congregational churches retain 
their own form of government, as in 
their associated capacity. To this, 
it may be answered :—If the Con- 
gregational churches, in their form 
of government and discipline, are 
on Apostolic ground, we can disco- 
ver no reason why we should dis- 
organize our own body of Associa- 
tion, & put ourselves under the care 
of a Presbytery, which we do not be- 
lieve have so good authority for 
their government, as we have for 
our own. And, that the congrega- 
tional churches are built on scrip- 
ture ground, is implicitly acknow- 
ledged by the Presbytery, by their 
being willing to receive the associa- 
ted churches under their care. 

We shail notiee one more argu- 
ment in favour of uniting with the 
Presbytery. Situated as we are, 
surrounded by Presbyterian char- 
ches, most of our ministers having 


what characters are meant, “ espe- | united with that body,—and our 
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own body almost become extinct, 
scarcely having a name to live; is 
it not best, is it not expedient, will 
it not conduce more to the harmony 
of our churches, and produce the 
greatest general good, to unite with 
the Presbytery on the accommoda 
ting plan? ‘To be sure, this way of 
re: asoning is very plausible, but not 
very solid. If the great Head of | 
the church has committed the go 
vernment of the church to the church 
itself, we see no reason why it 
should be altered. It was the say- 
ing of an eminent Divine, “ My 
pr ivileges I may delegate te whom 
J please, but not my duties.” To 
unite with Presbytery on the ac- 
commodating plan, the experience 
of some of our sister churches 
shows, not to be for the best good, 
harmony, and peace of the church, 
(if our information is correct,) but 
tends to discord and contention — 
But, it will be said, these churches 
were not unanimous in their vote to 
unite with Presbytery. True; and 
for this very reason we do not think 
it expedient for such churches to 
unite. It has already been obset- 
ved, that most of our ministers are 
great and influential men. Those to 
whom the churches have lovked for 
counsel and direction, have gone to 
the Presbytery, and it becomes the 
remaining churches, candidly, and 
prayerfully to enquire why it is so. 
If the Congregational mode of go- 
gernment is according to the deo 
trines of the great Head of the 
church, why have our ministers for- 
saken it? and if it is not on scrip. 
ture ground, why are the Presbyte- 
ry willing to receive those who 
practise it. These are, to us, im- 
portant inguiries, and need our 
careful and candid investigation. — 
But, since we can neither find by 
our own researches in the word of 
God-—~-since we are not informed by jj 
Presbytery—since we are not infor- 
med by any other source, that we 
are invorrect, we deem it an impli- 
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cit acknowledgment that we are 

right. 

“in view of the subject, your com. 
mittee are of opinion that it is the 
duty of the associated churches, 
(and we recommend it to them,) to 
adhere to their present articles of 
faith and form of government. An( 
we do this, in the full persuasion, 
and firm belief, that the great Head 

of the church, will continue to bless 
and prosper all those churches 
which adhere steadfastly, to the 
faith, purity, and order of the gos. 
pel. And also in the hope and ex. 
pectation that the Rev'd. Clergy, 
who have not dissolved their con. 
nexion with this body, will remaiy 
with the churches as faithful wit- 
nesses to that form of doctrine and 
discipline which forms the basis on 
which the church is built. 

The report being before the mee. 
ting, after free discussion of the 
subject, and mature deliberation, 

Resolved, That the forezoing re- 
port be adopted, and that this mee- 
ting do recommend to the several 
churches be ‘longing to the Associa- 
tion of Oneida, to send their dele- 
gates to the next meeting of the 
Association, which will be at Augus- 
ta, on the last Tuesday in Sepi. 
next, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

(A true Copy,) Attest, 

LEBBEUS CAMP, Scribe. 

Clinton, Apri/ 25. 1822. 

“SFR 


A NARRATIVE OF THE 
STATE OF RELIGION, 
Within the bounds of the Genera 

AsseMBLY of the Presbyterian 
Church; and of the General As- 
sociations of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, and the General 
Convention of Vermont, during 
the last year. 
The General Assembly in send: 
ing to the churches the annual nar 
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We have much reason to offer our 
thanksgivings to the Great Head of 
the church for the many tokens of his 
love, with which he has visited that 

ortion of it, which is in our land, 
during the past year. He has giv- 
en many convincing proofs, that he 
has been present with the assem- 
blies of his people to bless them, by 
bestowing upon them the sanctify- 
ing influences of his Holy Spirit— 
Him we acknowledge and adore as 
our Redeemer and head, as the foun- 
dation of our hopes and the source 
of all grace, and we ascribe glory 
and dominion to Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood. 

But while there are many reasons 
for thankfulness and rejoicing, there 
is much also to be deplored. 

It is with deep sorrow, that the 
Assembly have heard numerous 
complaints of lukewarmness and 
conformity to the world, among pro- 
fessing Christians. The neglect of 
family prayer, the want of zeal for 
extending the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, attachment to 
the world, conformity to its sinful 
customs and pleasures, and in some 
few instances, dissensions and back- 
slidings prove that these complaints 
are but too well founded. Such 
professors seem to have forgotten 
the deep obligations they are under- 
from their own voluntary engage- 
ments of obedience to God, and 
from the dying love of Him who 
gave himself for them, to redeem 
them from all iniquity; that the 
God whom we serve is “a jealous 
God ;”? and that the sins of his pro- 
fessing people are peculiarly hate- 
ful to Sins. We affectionately, and 
yet solemnly call upon them to re- 
member from whence they are fal- 
ler, and to repent and to do their 


first works; to be watchful and 


strenethen the things which remain, 
fhat are ready to die. 
In some parts of our land, at- 
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most pernicious errors. ‘With a 
zeal worthy of a better cause, and 
under lofty pretensions to superior 
rationality and to deeper discover 
ries in religion, some are endeav- 
ouring to take away the crown from 
the Redeemer’s head; to degrade 
Him whois the mighty God and 
the prince of life, to a level with 


| mere man, and to rob us of all our 


| 


| 


eee OOOO 
a 


hopes of redemption tQrough his 
blood. Preteyding too, a more ex- 
panded benevolence tu man, and 
more ennobled ideas of the good- 
ness and mercy of God, they assi- 
duously propagate the sentiment, 
that all men will ultimately obtain 
eterna! happiness, however sinful 
their present temper and conduct 
may be, without any regard to the 
cleansing of the blood of atonement, 
or the sanctifying influence of the 
Spit of God. Believing that these 
sentiments are utterly subversive of 
gospel truth and holiness; that they 
are alike dishoneuring to God, and 
destructive to the present and eter- 
nal welfare of men, we cannot but. 
affectionately warn you against 
them. Beware brethren, lest ye also 
being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fail from your own 
steadfastness. Cherish an ardent 
attachment to the truth which is ac- 
cording to godliness: and seek to 
experience in your own souls its 
sanctifying influence. 

The gross vices of intemperance, 
profane swearing, Sabbath-breaking 
and gambling, still extensively ex- 
ist. The excessive use of spiritu- 
ous liquors continues to produce 
the most deplorable effects, and 
threatens still greater injury. That 
such crimes should any where ex- 
ist, is matter of astonishment and 
sorrow. They prove that man has 
deeply apostatized from God: and 
that our nature is both degraded and 
depraved. 

But there is one subject to which 
the Assembly advert with the most 


‘emp s are made to propagate the || painful feelings. Vast sections of 
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our country, particularly our fron- 
tiers, are destitute of the stated 
means of grace, & are loudly calling 
upon us in the words of the man of 
Macedonia, come over and help us. 
In the Presbytery of Niagara, 
which consists of twenty six con- 
gregations, there are but four which 
have pastors. In the Presbytery of 
Genesee, which consists of nineteen 
congregations, two only have pas- 
tors, and of these two, but one en- 
joys the stated preaching of the 
gospel more than half the time. In 
the Presbytery of Bath, the churches 
are few, and most of them feeble 
and destitute of the ministry of the 
word. There are but six ministers 
in nearly as many counties. Multi- 
tudes are evidently living without 
God in the world, & paying,not even 
an outward respect to the institu- 
tions of the gospel. In many fami- 
lies, the scriptures are not to be 
found, and in too many instances, 
little or no desire is shown to pos- 
sess them. In many pbaces, no 
meetings for the public worship of 
God are held; andin many others, 
such meetings are thinly attended. 
In the Presbytery of Champlain, 
many towns are destitute of a prea- 
ched gospel and church privileges ; 
and in the Presbytery of Susque- 
hannah, which spreads over an ex- 
tensive country, among 26 congre- 
gations, which are widely scattered, 
there are but ten ministers. Of 
twenty-nine congregations, which 
belong to the Presbytery of Erie, 
twenty-one are destitute of a stated 
ministry ; and of thirty. three con- 
gregations which belong to the Pres- 
bytery of Louisville, more than half 
are in the same destitute condition. 
In the Presbytery of Union, two or 
three times the present number of 
ministers are needed, to supply the 
spiritual wants of that portion of 
our church. In the Presbytery of | 
Grand River, which consists of 
twenty -nine congregations, there are 
but twelve ministers. The Presby- 
tery of West Tennessee, which 


spreads over a large tract of ¢oun- 
try, and embraces within its bounds 
a population of $10,000 inhabitants, 
has only fourteen ministers belong. 
| Ing to it: and there is not a seal 
licentiate within their bounds, 
‘The few missionaries who have pas- 
sed through this region have been 
well received, and much solicitude 
is manifested by the people to ob- 
tain the labours of a zealous and 
enlightened ministry. That sec- 
tion of our church which is contai- 
ned within the bounds of the Pres- 
byteries of Missouri and Mississip- 
pi, loudly calls for the attention of 
the Christian public. The Presby- 
tery of Missouri extends over a 
country nearly 300 miles square, 
and contains upwards of 120,000 
inhabitants ; and much of it is still 
a moral waste. ‘Thousands are cry- 
ing for the bread of life; and there 
is reason to believe that many new 
churches might be formed, if there 
were a sufficient number of faithful 
and devoted ministers. ‘The Pres- 
bytery of Mississippi too, covers a 
vast extent of country, embracing 
the two states of Mississippi and 
Louisiana, the population of which, 
must considerably exceed 200,000 
souls. Though covering such a vast 
extent of country and embracing so 
large a population, only eight min- 
isters belong to it, and only four li- 
centiates are under its care. Among 
these, New-Orleans deserves to be 
particularly mentioned, as presen- 
ting a field for exertions truly as- 
tonishing for magnitude, interest, 
and difficulty. It contains 46,000 
inhabitants, and is annually grow- 
ing in resources of all kinds. The 
short ministry of Mr. Larned, we 
have reason to believe, was very 
useful, apd while we affectionately 
sympathise with the congregation 
in that city, on the loss of their late 
esteemed pastor, we offer our pray- 
ers to God, that he would speedily 
bestow on them ancther faithful 
pastor to supply his place. The 
Presbytery of Georgia, which e*% 
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tends over more than half the state 
of Georgia, and consists of but 
eight ministers ; and the Presbyte- 
ry of Concord, contain within their 
bounds, extensive tracts of country, 
where the ordinafces and institu- 
tions of religion are hardly known. 

In most of these destitute parts 
of our country, pernicious errors 
are assiduously and successfully 
propagated ; and in all of them 
gross unmoralities abound. Remo- 
ved trom the benign influence of 
the gospel of Jesus, without its 
powerful restraints, destitute of 
Sabbaths and Sanctuaries, uncheck- 
ed by the solemn admonitions, and 


the gospel, multitudes there, live in 
sin, and die in impenitence. Sel- 
dom does the herald of salvation 
raise his inviting voice among them, 
and seldom do the sounds of pray 
er and praise ascend as grateful of- 
ferings to heaven. And these are 
our brethren; bone of our bones, 
and flesh of our flesh; many of 
their fathers worshipped with our 
fathers in the same Sanctuary, and 
with many of them we have gone 
up to the house of God. Surely 
their claims upon our christian libe- 
rality are peculiarly strong: and 
we cannot suffer their earnest re- 
quests that we would send them the 
word of life, to be refused. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, 
that a very earnest desire is felt, 
and a laudable zeal shown, to ob- 
tain the gospel ministry in these 
destitute parts of our land. Many 
of the followers of Jesus offer up 
to him their fervent prayers, thathe 
would send among them faithful la- 
bourers; and Sabbath day schools, 
and Missionary, and Education So- 
cieties, have been in some places es- 
tablished. In some instances, the 
destitute congregations persevere in 
maintaining public worship; and 
thre is an increasing attention to the 
means of acm We have heard, 


‘oo, with pleasure, that in many of | 


these destitute parts of our land, 
ministers have frequently gone forth 
in company, two or three at a time, 
and preached, and visited, and God 
has greatly blessed their labours, 

But, we turn tocontemplate more 
pleasing subjects. It cannot but be 
gratifying to the friends of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, to learn that 
with few exceptions, the statements 
which we have received from the 
different Presbyteries, represent the 
interests of religion to be on the in- 
crease. 

Infidelity is scarcely any where 
openly professed. The churches 


|| are generally walking in peace.— 
uncheered by the glorious hopes of | 


Chere is generally an increased at- 
tention to the public ordinances of 
worship ; and many new cungrega- 
tions have been organized, and new 
churches erected throughout our 
country. Several of these have 
been built in regions, where but a 
short time since was nothing but a 
waste wilderness, uninhabited, by 
civill man, 

The monthly concert for prayer 
is generally observed. Bible clas- 
ses and the catechetical instruction 
of youth, are still continued with 
the most beneficial effects. Bapti- 
zeil children with their parents, have 
in many instances been convened, 
and reminded of the solemn obli- 
gations imposed upon them, by the 
baptismal covenant. Praying soci- 
eties are very generally established. 
Sabbath day schools are nume- 
merous and flourishing, and thou- 
sands of youth who probably would 
otherwise have grown up ignorant & 
vicious,have,by means of these insti- 
tutions, been instructed,and fitted to 
make useful members of society. 

Liberal patronage has generally 
been extended to the various bene- 
volent and pious institutions, which 
are established within our bounds, 
and many Missionary, and Educa- 
tion, and Bible Societies are flour- 
ishing. It has given the Assembly 
unfeigned joy, to hear of the very 
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flourishing condition, and the in- 
creasing prosperity of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. During the past 
— a considerable addition has 

een made, both to its funds, and to 
the number of auxiliary societies 
connected with it. We offer our 
fervent prayers that the blessing of 
the God of heaven may rest upon 
it. Several societies for the educa- 
tion of poor and pious youth, who 
have the gospel ministry in view, 
have been established during the 
past year; and the churches appear 
in some degree to be awaking toa 
sense of the importance of this sub- 
ject. 

It is with pleasure that we no- 
tice the formation of several Mis- 
sionary Associations of young men. 
The Nene Men’s Missionary So- 
ciety at Richmond, is entitled to 
particular notice. During the last 
year they have employed eight mis- 
sionaries, and have expended in 
their support about one thousand 
dollars. . 

The students in the University 
of North Carolina, who are mem. 
bers of the Dialectic Society, have 
generously engaged to contribute 
$250, payable in five years, towards 
endowing a professorship in the 
Theol. Sem. at Princeton. It de- 
serves also,to be mentioned, that se- 
veral children in the Island of Cey- 
lon, and in other places, are clothed, 
and fed, and instructed by the con- 
tributions of pious females, residing 
within our bounds. 

From the report of the Beard of 
Missions, the Assembly are gratified 
to.tearn, that the missionary con- 
cerns of our church, appear to be 


crowned with the blessing of God. | 


The number of Missionaries is en- 
creasing, though by no means sufhi 
ciently to meet the growing de. 
mands of a rapidly increasing pop. 
ulation. Our Seminary at Prince.. 
ton, is yearly furnishing valuable 
missionaries, whose labors are re- 
ceived with gratitude, and accom- 


panied with a blessing. Under 
these circumstances it is hoped that 
the churches will not fail to take up 
annual contributions for the mis- 
sionary fund, to the application of 
which the Presbyterian interest is 
so much indebted. 

It is also gratifying to learn that 
God still blesses with the influences 
of his Spirit, several of our colle- 
ges. Hamilton College has about 
100 students, a majority of whom 
are pious. Union College has about 
240 students, and of these about 70 
are hopefully pious. 

But we have not only to rejoice 
in the general increase of the inter- 
ests of religion, there are also spe- 
cial reasons for thankfulness. On 
many of our congregations God has 
been pleased to pour out his spirit, 
and to grant them times of revival 
and refreshing. ‘The congregations 
of West Bloomfield, Lima, Avon, 
Groveland, Nunda, Richmond, Li- 
vonia, and especially Mount Morris, 
in the Presbytery of Ontario—of 
Phelps, Lyons and Junius 2d, in 
the Presbytery of Geneva—of Otis- 
co, Onondaga Ist and 2d, Pompey 
2d and 3d, and Camillus, in the 
Presbytery of Onondaga—of Win- 
field, Whitesborough, Mexico and 
New-Haven, in the Presbytery of 
Oneida—of Cooperstown & Spring- 
field, in the Presbytery of Otsego, 
while in Cherry Valley there has 
been a constant ingathering of the 
fruits of the late revival—of Sack- 
etts Harbor, Watertown, Ist and 
2d society in Adams, Lorrain, and 
Rodman, in the Presbytery of St. 
Lawrence, have been visited with 
the special influences of the Holy 
Spirit. At the military post at 
Sacketts Harbor, several of the pri- 
vate soldiery have been subjects of 
the work. In the Presbytery of 
Champlain, revivals have been ex- 
perienced in the congregations of 
Plattsburg, Chazy, Champlain and 
Constable, and also in the congre- 
gation of Windham, in the Presby- 
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tery of Londonderry. Though the 
jate powerful revivals do not con- 
finue in the Presbytery of Albany, 
vet their precious fruits remain.— 
With very few exceptions the sub- 


jects of these revivals, continue 


steadfast in the faith, and attentive 
to the duties of religion. 

In the Presbytery of Troy, the 
congregation of North Pittstown ; in 
the Presbytery of North River, the 
congregation of Smithfield ; and in 
the Presbytery of Long Island, the 
congregation of Union Parish, Sag- 
harbor, Easthampton, Bridgehamp- 
ton and Southhampton, have also 
been blessed with revivals. 

In the Presbytery of New-York, 
the blessings of divine grace, have ex- 
tended to many congregations, and 
sem to be extending to others.— 
The congregation of the Brick 
Church, the Orange street Church, 
the Spring street Church, and the 
Church at Corlaer’s Hook, have 
largely partaken of the blessed in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. 

In the congregations of Rampo, 
Roxbury, Chatham, and Morristown 
in the Presbytery of Jersey, and 
Gibson, and Silver Lake in the 
Presbytery of Susquehanna, the 
Lord is making glorious displays of 
the power of his grace ; while in the 
last Presbytery, Westmoreland, 


| Wilkesbarre, W yalusing, Kingston, 


Bridgewater, and Great Bend, have 
been favored with less powerful, 
but very encouraging operations of 
divine grace. 
_ Several of the Presbyteries in the 
Synod of Pittsburg, have been en- 
gazed in special efforts for the re- 
vival ef religion, and in several of 
the congregations of the Presbytery 
of Redstone, and some others, con- 
siderable religious excitements have 
prevailed, and very encouraging ad- 
— have been made to the chur- 
ches. 

In the Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, a revival has been mercifully 


granted to the congregation of the || generally they have felt deep and 
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first Presbyterian: church, in the 
Northern Lahertion and revivals 
have also been experienced in 
the congregations of St. Georges, 
Charlestown and Newcastle, and es- 
pecially in the second church of Wil- 
m.ngton, in the Presbytery of New- 
castle. 

A number of the congregations in 
the Presbytery of Portage, among 
which, Talmadge, Windham, and 
Brownhelm are particularly named ; 
and the first Presbyterian church of 
Richmond, in the Presbytery of 
Hanover, have also shared in the 
blessings of these revivals. 

{n the Presbytery of Abingdon, 
though there has been no special re- 
vival, yet, there have been, within 
the last year, larger additions than 
usual, to the communion of the 
church, especially in the united 
congregations of Mount Bethel and 
Providence. 

The congregations of Eno and 
Little River, the church of Cross 
Roads, of Buffaloe, and Allemance, 
of Oxford, and other churches of 
Granville county, and of Hillsbe- 
rough in the Presbytery of Orange, 
of Buffaloe in the Presbytery of 
Fayetteville; of Bethany, Back 
Creek, and Unity, in the Presbyte- 
ry of Concord, have also been blest 
with the reviving influences of the 
Holy Spirit. In the congregations 
of the last named Presbytery, it is 
believed that nearly two hundred 
persons have experienced the re- 
newing influences of the Spirit of 
God, and a large proportion of these 
are the children of pious parents, 
a number of whom are training up 
for the ministry of the gospel. 

The same benign effects which 
have attended past revivals, have 
attended these. Professing Chris- 
tians have been awakened to zeal 
and devotedness to the cause of 
Christ. And though the operations 
of the Holy Spirit, on the minds of 
sinners, have been diversified, yet, 
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pungent convictions of sin, accom- 
panied with a sense of their undone 
condition as transgressors of the di- 
vine law, and a discovery that sal- 
vation can be found only in Christ. 
Deep silence has prevailed in the 
religious assemblies. 

This blessed work has been con- 
fined to no particular age or sex, or 
class of society. Blooming youth 
and hoary age; the child seven 
years old, and the sinner weighed 
down with the sins of three score 
years and ten, the infidel, the pro- 
fane, and the mere moralist, have 
all been brought to a sense of their 
lost condition ; have been made to 
bow to the sceptre of the Prince of 
Life; have sought salvation from 
his hands, as his free gift, and, we 
trust have found deliverance to 
their souls, through his peace speak- 
ing blood. 

Among the means which God, 
in his sovereign good pleasure, has 
blessed, to the producing of these 
blessed effects, special prayer, on 
the part of his people deserves first 
to be mentioned. In many congre- 
gations, particular days have been 
set apart for fasting and prayer.— 
Concerts for prayer have been held 
by private Christians, and they have 
frequently met in religious socie- 
ties at the rising of the sun. 


a ‘ 
Pastoral visitations from house to 


house, and, also, visitations by pri- 
vate Christians, with personal con- 
versation on the concerns of eter- 
nity, have been greatly blessed. 

In the preaching of the word, the 
spirituality of God’s law, and its 
tremendous curse denounced on sin, 
have been explained and pressed on 
the consciences of sinners; the 
have been warned of their inability 
to work out a justifying righteous- 
ness of their own, and have been 
solemnly exhorted to immediate re- 
pentance and faith in Christ. 
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; 


who have been their subjects ; ang 
in an increase of the spirit of prayer, 


, and of liberality, in the support of 


the gospel. 

From the General Association of 
Connecticut,we learn, that the chur- 
ches in that state, are not only gath- 
ering the fruits of the late extensive 
revivals, but, that the Lord is mer. 
cifully extending his work of grace, 
to many other congregations. A 
large proportion of the members of 
the mission school, at Cornwall, 
give a good evidence of piety, and 
the establishment answers the mosi 
sanguine expectations of its fouy- 
ders and friends. Arrangements 
are making for the extension of the 


| Theological department of Yale 


College, with hopeful prospects of 
success. 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts, we learn, that there 
is much reason for thankfulness on 
account of the manifestations of the 
divine presence and_ blessing.— 
There have been, in that part of our 
country, great revivals of religion in 
the county of Berkshire. More 
than 300 young men have been as- 
sisted in obtaining an education, by 
the American Education Society, 
since its commencement. A mis- 


| slonary spirit is much increased, 


and in Plymouth and Norfolk coun- 
ties, a Palestine Missionary Society 
is established, which supports a mis- 
sionary to the Holy Land. The 
Andover Institution st:ll flourishes, 
and contains 132 students. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont, we learn, that the inter- 
ests of the Redeemer’s kingdom are 
greatly on the increase in that 
State. It is true, the want of faith- 
ful pastors is felt. Of 171 churches, 
connected with the’ Convention, 
near half are vacant. Still the 
cause of religion is advancing.— 


| Through the past year there have 


The fruits of these revivals have || been great and powerful revivals, 


been exhibited in the moral reform. 
ation produced in the lives of those 





in 50 towns, in each of which, from 
5U to 200 persons have been rece! 
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ved into the churches. These revi- 
vals still continue, in many places. 
jt is supposed that about £500 per 
sons have joined the churches du- 
ring the past year. In Middlebury 
College there has been a revival a- 
mong the students, and two-thirds 
of their number are hopefully pious. 
The spirit of missions is increasing 
in the state. Education societies, 
are also formed, and one of these so- 
cieties, in two years, afforded assis- 
tance to 40 young men. 

We have heard, with pleasure, 
of the exertions which are made in 
many of our cities, to promote the 
spiritual welfare of Seamen, and of 
the success which has attended 
these exertions. Places of worship 
for mariners, arg opened in several 
of our sea-port towns, and both mar- 
ners themselves, and their families 
have received great benefit from at- 
tending the public ordinances of 
the gospel. The Assembly recom- 
mends to the ministers and mem- 
bers of our churches, to encourage 
and promote these useful institu- 
tions. 

The Theological Seminary at 
Princeton, continues to enjoy the 
smiles of the great head of the 
church. A missionary spirit 1s dif- 
fused among the students, and a few 
have already devoted themselves to 
the labors and privations of a foreign 
mission. ‘The churches are already 
enjoying the fruits of this most im- 

The Theolo- 


portant institution. 


igical Seminary, at Auburn, under 


the care of the Synod of Geneva, is 
flourishing ; and efforts are also ma- 
king, with encouraging prospects, 
to establish Theological Seminaries 
in other parts of our country. 

The Assembly sincerely congrat- 
ulates the churches, under its care, 
on the recent union which has been 
completed between the Presbyterian 
and the Associate Reformed Chur. 
ches. We cannot but cherish the 
hope that this union will be produc- 
“ve of the most beneficial effects, 


Revival in Philadelphia. 19} 


and that the great head of the church 
will bless it to the promotion of the 
interests of his kingdom. 

On the whole, the review of the 
past year is calculated to awaken 
the most lively sevisations of grati- 
tude, to the great head of the church, 
for the blessings which he has be- 
stowed upon it, and to excite us to 
more zeal and devotedness in his 
service. We rejoice in the spread 
of his gospel. He shall have domin- 
ion from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth.— 
Reviewing his mercies to his church 
in our land, we are constrained to 
offer to him our devout praises.— 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God 
of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things, and blessed be his glorious 
name forever; and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory.— 
AMEN AND AMEN. 

Published by order of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, 

Attest, 
WILLIAM NEIL, 
Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1822, 
~~» @@6«- 

Brief Account of a Revival of Religion in 
the First Presbyterian Congregation in the 
Northern Liberties, Philadelphia. 

About the beginning of March last, profes- 
sors began to feel sensibly that they were too 
cold and inactive ; that simners were perish- 
ing all around; and that something must be 
done. At the close of our Wednesday-eve- 
ning lecture, all those zho felt that they were 
sighing for the abominations of the land and 
grieving for the afflictions of Joseph, were 
invited to remain after the congregation was 
dismissed to see what could be done. It was 
then resolved, with one consent, that we 
ought to humble ourselves before God; and 
a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer was 
appointed ; the notice was given from the 
pulpit, on the succeeding Sabbath, with some 
remarks, calling up the attention of the con- 
gregation generally. ‘The day was observed 
by a large portion of the congregation ;— 
Christians were unusually solemn. And here 
we desire to record the faithfulness of God 
to his promise, that even while we were yet 
praying the Spirit was sent down; and on 
that very evening, some dated their first con- 
viction, which in a few days after issued in 


hopeful conversion; This encouraged Chris 
tians to pray—and such was the spirit of pray- 


ler, that, by some, whole nights were spent 
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« 
in wrestling with God, for the conversion of 
sinners. One case only shall be mentioned 
here, out of many that might be noticed, for 
the encouragement of believing parents to 
pray for theirchildren. By an agreement of 
husband and wife, a night was set apart to be 
spent in prayer for a thoughtless child, ob- 
stinately living, contrary to the parents’ will, 
in a wicked p'ace. And on that very night, 
even while they were praying, that child, 
though then at the disiance of some miles, 
was brought under most pungent conviction ; 
s0 much so, that to use her own words, ‘*] 
was obliged to rise up, get out of bed and 
try to pray—thep, after a while, 1 went to 
bed again—lay a little while, and my distress 
was so great, | was obliged to get up agsin— 
for I thought I would certainly die before 
morning and go to hell! and [I spent the 
night till near morning, when I lay down and 
got into a little doze.” She immediately 
left the place—came home to her father’s 
house in deep distress. This case has issued 
in hopeful conversion. 

The spirit of prayer seemed to increase 
for about two weeks, and during that same 
space of time, some hundreds of souls were 
brought under conviction—meetings were 
held every night, and on some evenings, after 
the congregation was dismissed, Christians 
were requested to retire to an upper room, 
and spend a few minutes in prayer, and all 
those that were anxious about their souls, 
were requested to remain behind, and we 
would converse personally with them—and 
sometimes more than two hundred remained. 

It is here worthy of remark, that convic- 
tions appeared to multiply, just in propor- 
tion, as that peculiar spirit of prayer continu- 
ed to increase. 

About sixty have come to our knowledge, 
who have obtained a hope of having passed 
trom death to life---and others, we have 
heard of, belonging to other congregations. 

In some cases, convictions issued speedily 
in hopeful conversion---in others, persons 
were distressed for many days: but, gener- 
ally, this fact appeared that they were 
drought out soener or later, just in propor- 
tion, as immediate submission to God was 
pressed. 

And asin the days of Christ, when An- 
drew had found Him: he'immediately went 
in search of his “own brother Simon, and 
said unto him, we have found the Messias.” 
So it was here: a woman when she had 
found Christ, went and brought her sister--. 
and, as soon as her second sister obtained a 
hope, she went and brought a third sister to 
the mecetings- 

This revival differs in some respects, from 
that remarkable work of grace with which 
this congregation was blest in 1816. In this, 
there is an unusual stillness---little or no an- 
imal feelings, and convictions have sooner is- 
sued in hopeful copversions---though the 
fruits of this revival, forthe time, do not seem 
so great---for, in that, near two hundred 
souls were hopefully brought into the. king. 
iom, in the space of three months. 

Tr seems that the Haly Spirit has prepared 








Missionary Deposotory, Xc. 


the minds of the people, in an unusual map. 
ner. to receive the gospel-- and nothing, 
believe, is > but a faithful and bp. 
lieving use of Bible means, to produce a grey 
and extensive work of grace ; 

For what we have seen we desire to ive 
thanks to God, and be greatly humbled yp. 
der a sense of our barrenness. J. Pattersoy, 


on a 


Utica Missionary Depository. 

Received for the A. B.C. F. M. from Myy 

14, to June 22d. : 

New-Hartford. A female friend of 
missions, $10 

Sangerfield. Mr. Bridge Wakefield. 
Avails of miss. land, 5 0 

Litchfield. Norwich Society. John 
Littlejohn, Esq. 26 bus. Potatoes. 

Monthly con. col. by Rev. Seth Burt, 2 

Do. by afriend of missions, 10 

Paris. Mr. Na:h’l| Tompkins, 14 bush, 
Potatoes. 

Augusta. From the Owhyhean Society 
of young people, for the foreign 
mission school, by Jn’o Fish, Tr. 5 

Clinton Mon. Con. Col by Dea But- 


ler, 12 0 
Several small children, at a village 

school, 87 
By twoboys Avails of their labor, 117 


By an unknown friend of missions, 
signed, Q. 1 00 

Mrs. Noyes. ‘The avails of garden seeds, 4 5¢ 

Richland. From a Revolutionary sol- 
dier, being a part of his pension. 
By the Rev. M» Ayer, 

A Physician of the county of Oneida, his 
fee for the practice of medicine on 
the first Sabbath in every month, 
for one year 46 86 

Utica. 1st Presbyterian Soc. Mon. Con. 
Col 

By a friend of missions. A thank offering 
for success in a new und:rtaking, 1 

Mount Vernon, Mr. Josiah Patten. A- 


2 00 


6 05 


vails of missionary iands, 6 5 
Mon. Con, Col. 20 0 
Oswego. Box of cloathing, by Mrs, A- 
_melia Moore, Treas’r, of the Dor- 
cas society, Union Ville. Estima- 
ted at 45 3) 
New-Hiartford. Mr. Sam’! Hecock, 12 
bushels Potatoes. 
Verona. Mr. Sam’! Avery, 1 50 
Amount received in money, $117 8 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 


—-SG>— 

Our readers will see that the Report of the 
General Assembly, being long, has oceupied 
the room usually devoied to rehgious intel 
ligence. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

Nexo will appear in our next 

Meuvin has been received, and is deferred. 
for want of room in this number. ,, 

A piece on the ‘* Christian Dispensation, 
has aiso been received, and will appear in? 
future number. Again we request our ¢0! 
respontents to adopt signatures, 





